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SOX 


$OME 
CONSIDERATIONS 


Humbly Offer'd to the 


Lord Biſho 135 of "Bangor, b. 


a LO Z D, | | 
N ED LESS is it to dd your 1e 


with a long Train, of the ſeveral Reaſons 
14 might be . for the Uſhering theſe E. 


rs into your Hands. The Right of Truth, 
— clgion with the Solemn —_ 
your hp has made to the Conſciences, 
and — Senſe of the 8 ian 22 
are alone ſufficient Apologies. — Lord, | 
is what the Laity themſelves may juſtly is to, an 
erefore, I hope 1 ma modeſtly venture, with due De- 
erence to your 2 Character, and great Abili- 
jes, to preſent to your Lords View ſome things of 
hat kind, which have occurrd to my mean Obſerva- 

ion. 
Tus era Parallel between Idiots, Lunaticks, and 
e Popiſh Lins, is ſo plain and irrefragably Clear, 
1 as been turm d over ſo often, and oppos'd to every Ob- 
Sion ſo often, in your Lordfhip's Thoughts, thar it 
n no R ſure be * d a evolution, bur a 119 

2 an 


Ca 


: LE) * 
and unalterable Principle; and I muſt ſo far con- 
cur with your Lordſhip, as to think he that ſhould in tlic 


| — Soo A N Sod in Sand * 


CE Tus 2 , - | 
wr: flo Nen aſſur d ce Two ober may 
ches of your Diſcourſe, I humbly preſume to lay before 
your Lordſhip, ſuch Points 3s 92 my preſent mean Ap- 
prehenſion carry 10 them ſome Difficu ty, and are not 
perhaps ſo clearl of expreſs'd, as your Lordſhip on a Re- 


view your Mfpnä beendip Adee 


IS HAL I not, My Lord, in this 5 deter- 


mine my ſelf byxhe W. uny warrattable Heat of Non- Jurors, 
whom too quick a Senſe Lob Suffering ſeems to have pre- 


— — 1 raſh and in 8 ad Kate bo 57 but 


. to your Lordi as at 
_— ur to my bare Common Senſe, in which 1 
urpoſe to ddreſs your Lordihip, with that becoming 
Di ance, that your Lordſhip's rais d and ſacred Chara- 
Qer in the 8 and perſonal nenn err 


exact. 2 —_— "X 4 % 
IST GLA I | Dao "I 


-\; 


T Seer to this mer Thin, not enter at preſent | 
into a partiemlar D Auiſſtion, of the Nature and Extent” | 
of the particulat D tion” of the N Nop- jurors, as 
declar'd in the Act of liament; nor in the leaſt en- 
quire how Compatible this is "with our'Coftithtion, | 
ever ſince the Refbrmation, beeauſe 1 humbly — N 
what L would offer to your Lordſh 5 will be ſufflciently 
incl ded under the Colfidererictn that general 
cy; ' which your Lordſhip is'pleas'd' we qe 
15 t reſt on, and inculcate to your Reader, viz; © That | 
every Civil Governniet hath u Ri Dt; to Ding ne- 
ceffiery for iti d Dffenſe ant er bees. In the 
Application of which general Principle, I am ſo unhap- 
Py, either to miſtake, Or elſe very muck to fegen from 
your Lordſhip, | N 


FOR af Ay Lord, Fam very realy own, - 
very Act of Treaſon, committed either * Ecclefi 22 16, 


4 orf 


the bare Exerciſe of either the Eprſcopel, or Prieftly- 

Off in general, can be include 2805 fuch a Princi- 
*. de particular, My Lord, in thoſe Inſtances your 
f ipſ ple | G 

4 pref od for the Diftriit:on of our rightful Civil 

N 

the Civit Power; But to adminifier” the Sacraments of 

Bani, and che thy Eucharif, cafngt, I himbly 

c6neeive, on the Princrpte your Lordſhip has laid down 


Jed. 0 that - my Satisfaction, 1 had rather 


your Lordihiþ's Syllogifm had been thus form'd: 


"WHATEVER * the Preſetvation of 2 
Civil Govemmemt, or the Hindrance of its Dbſtructi- 
on, is included in the Notion of it. — 4 — 
ehegually its profeſs: d Enemies from adminiſtring either 
che Sacraments” of — or the Lordi Supper, is 
abſoliitely neceſſary to its Preſervation. r 


THEREFORE, this is included in the very Notion 
of Civil II Me "AW , ; T 
I this View, Ay Lord though I readily granted 
your Major, er oonld not admit ſuch a Pease 4 
Miner; and the Reaſon TI give is, plainly this, T 
ſueh Exerciſes ot the Epiſtopal, or 'Prieftly-Office, - ate 
not at all inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of Civil 
Goverument. 1 | 


Y ovR Lordſhip will nor, I think, contend that the 
proper Uſe, and the Abuſe of theſe Offices, are equally 
Criminal; becauſe that were'to confound the eternal 
Reaſon, and Diſtinction of the Nature of Things, and 
would indeed make all the Clergy obnoxious to the Ci- 
vil Power; nor can, I humbly conceive, bare Non-ju- 
rancy (no further than it ſhews it ſelf in Ads of Trea- 
ſon and Rebellion) at all vary the Caſe ; it may, I ow 

juſtly make the Gil Power jealous of their Services, an 

as juſtly deprive them of ſeveral Civil Advantages, and 
Encouragements, which flow alone from its Bounty; but 


why 


(4) : 


why it ſhould be made a Reaſon to deprive them of thei 
Orders. I cannot in the Reaſon and Equity of the Thing, 
in the ſeaſt comprehend, Ls: we Yn 


Bur your Lordſhip argues their Principles, and 

ſciences will lead them to reach Treaſon and Ne- 
ballion, and therefore entirely Silencing them, ig the 
moſt effectual Way of ſecuring the State; but, My 
Lord, if the Penalties of Treaſon and Rebellion will not 
Silence them, (to which no doubt they are ſubject in 
ſuch a Caſe) it can't be imagin d; „ fn Rb $4 will 
* more effectual. All therefore, My Lord, as appears 
reaſonable in this Caſe to me, 15 « Crimes Neonld 
have their Prager Puniſhments, Treaſon be puniſh d as 
Treaſon, whoever is guilty of it; and no more Mercy 
ought to be ſhown to a Clergy-Man, who is a Traytor, 
than a Lay-Man. This the Laws of God, the Dofrines 
of our Church, and the Statute Laws of the Land, allow 
and encourage; and Common . muſt. I think, agree 
this is not only a more effectual, but a more proper way, 
of Securing the State, than what your Lordſhip contends 


for. 


Tux not, My Lord, Tam of a Nature fo San- 
uinary to plead for Blood, and Scenes of Slaughter; 
bur! am free to own, that Treaſon in a Clergy-Man, as 
your Lordſhip expreſſes it, is made ten. times hotter by 
Neligion; and in ſpight of all the kind Regard, your 
Lordſhip may be tempted to think I have for the Non- 
jurors; if Treaſon be the avow'd Reſult, of the Non 
Jurors adhering to the piſßh Line, whenever this Charge 
is legally made appear againſt them; ſuch is the Regard 
I have:.for the Pablick Good; ſuch is the juſt Awe and 
everence I have for a; rightful Civil Power, that in 
ght of the native Sofcneſs, and Timoroſity of my 
emper, I muſt acknowledge tis highly Neceſſary, tis 
highly Juſt, they ſhould receive the Funiſhment of Tray- 
tolS. | 1 8 


BI 1EVE me, My Lord, there is nothing in my 
Principles, no, not in the ſecret Receſſes of my So 


that 1s an Enemy to Civil Power, I firmly believe it o 
Pivms Inſtitution, Ordain'd by God, not only wy Ow, 


(5) 

Good of Society, (as your Lordſhip ſeems fond entirely 
to confine it) but, alſo very often for the Tryal of our 
Patience, Faith, and Afiance in Him; and theſe, My 
Lord, if well conſider d, are for the Good of Society 
too, at leaſt are conducive to the eternal Salvation of our 
Souls. This, M Lord, is truely and really my undiſ- 
ſembled Faith; ut, yet, I believe it ſtill but a 7 75 
Power.; it may Baniſh, it may put to Death, or infli 
any Civil Puniſhment on a Perſon regularly Ordain'd in 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry, but it cannot deprive him of his 
Orders. Thoſe Orders, 1 mean, he derives from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone. Such Orders were thoſe the 
Apoſtles exercis'd in their Time, and ſuch the Primitive 
Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church, when their Office 
claſh'd with the known Laws of the Civil Powers, then 
in Being. Not, indeed, at all inconſiſtent with the 
welfare ot the Civil Power, but ſo then eſteem'd, My 
Lord, and condemn'd, and puniſh'd accordingly. And 
this Notion, I have not implicitely imbib'd from Dr. 
Hicks, or any other ſuch warm (and as I really think 
ſometimes inconſiderate Writer) but from the Origi- 
nal, and Divine Patent of their Miſſon; which all the 
Power on Earth could not rightfully diſanul. J have ob- 
| ſerved your Lordſhip your ſelf Bray aſſert, That 

F Eccleſiaſtical Perſons were appointed by God for one 
Purpoſe, and Civil Magiſtrates for another; and in thoſe 
Purpoſes it has ever been my Opinion, they both derive 
their Miſſion from God, and cannot, at leaſt ought not 
to Claſh with each other, 


B v T not to negle& any thing your Lordſhip is pleas'd 
to oppoſe to this, nor wrong the Beauty of your manner 
of Expreſlion, by a mean and imperfe& Recital, I ſhall 
humbly preſume to tranſcribe your Lordſhip's Words, 


« Now (ſays your Lordſhip) all this is nothing but 
<< playing with Words. For what is this Deprivation, 
© to which the Civil Power pretends a Right; bur, in 
< truth, and in reality, as much a Civil Puniſhment, 
* upon'a Civil Account, as any of the Others? Re- 

. © member 


Gor a — 1 — 
* Conſiderations to the Biſhop of EX RAR, &. 


JP 


(6) 
E E gomber, that the Suppoſition here, is allow'd 
themſelves of a Righttul ul Civil Power. his Ri 1 | 
6 ol IC vil Power theref pre makes à Law, chat all 
Alea Perſons, refuſing to give Security of 3 
Alle iance ( which is Known to File only from an Ob- 
« 271 10n they think 19 under, of zealo ally ad- 
ce hering to'2 contrary Power, and o ppoling this, al 
& not Exerciſe their Eccleſiaſtical of ces, ; facts the 
« of this Civil Power. To fay that the ivil Power 
te may Impriſon, or may Baniſh them, or the like, ut 
te not to do this, is to fay, That the Civil Power may 
60 not chuſe any Puniſhment but the moſt Extreme: It 
ce is to ſay, The Civil Power may Impriſon an Fach 
0 tic, torally, but not partially : y Baniſh an 
. cleſiaſic out of the whole Kingdom, but not out of 2 
art of it. For what indeed, and in Effect, is this 
« particular Deprivation of an Eccleſiafti c, but a parti- 
&« a] Impriſonment, as it is an Hindrance rom the actual 
«Exerciſe of his Function ? What is it but a partial Ba- 
© niſhment from his former Station in the Publick Ac 
ce * ſembles ? | The calling this Deprivation 2 Thouſand 
ames over, alters not * es at all. All the World 
« nick that e Sort of we are now ſpeaki 
de was no other t than this; a 1. of the Supreme Civil 
te Power, acting upon à Civil Bottom, for che Preſer- 
ce vation of the whole, claiming only the Power of th 
ct Preſeryation, and of Defence againſt Eccletafiica 
ce Perſons, as well as others; and chuſing this 3% 
te rather than the Extremity of other Methods : We 
< knowing that a Right to the Greater — the Leſs. . 


q Page 48, 49+ 


T, Why, Ay muſt this be call 4 nothing 
b aying with nk oes not the Ac that depriyes 
them (in your Lordſhips Senſe) reach not only their Per- 
ſons, hut their very Office, as Miniſters of Goſpel * 
Is: 2 not argu d. by your Lordſhip yourſelf, that. the Ad 
of Deprivation, extends to their Sfirjtualities, 2s well | 
Temporalit;z:, and; that they are thereby. 1 [Nag of 
582 2 5 Miniſters, as well as Dig inte, 1 
d, and protedfed by the Civil Power? And . 
cher the A & mention d by your Lordſhip may be fo oy 
— Ha 1 b m x 
+5, MEAS 
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niſter of Chriſt Jeſus : 


(92 
needs know by a fubſequent AR, it is made Criminal for 
any Non-iuring Miniſter to Baptize a Cbild, or Exerciſe 
any other Part af the Sacerdotal Gice. And, what, 


MV an this mean but Deprwation, in the maſt 
| —— 


genuine Senſe of the Word? Your T.orxdthip 
may call chis a Partial hupriſumment, or Bamſhment ; 
but as long as the Perſon is at Liberty entirely on one 
fide, and may, if he pleaſes, live in the ſame Place he 


did previous to the Act; and only his Office is ſtruck at 
by the A 


I cannot imagine what ſort of Deprivation 


thig can bè taken for; but that which deprives the Sub- 


jectof it, of his whole Adiſſun al a Miniſter of Feſus 


Chriſt; anil therefore cannqt I humbly conceive, without 


confounding the Senſe of Words and Things, be call d 


a partial Impriſonment, or any thing like it, but a re 


and total Depriuatiom of their Miniſtry, which ought to 


be founded upon an Eccleſiaſtical Bottom, if there be 
= any ſuch thing, as a Diſtinction between Eccleſiaftick and 
Ciril. l | | ns 


I Know your Lordſhip argues:this Power in the 
Civil Sword, from the Greater to the Leſs, and that it 
is im its Power to chuſe the particular Methods, by which 
it will puniſh Delinquents and preſerve itſelf. This, My 
Lord, — to, if the Method of Acting in 
which it proceeds, be of a Civil Nature: It is not 
doubted an the leaſt, that the Supreme Civil Power has 
Right to determine, whether a Criminal ſhall be Hang d, 
[Banifh'd, Impriſon d, Cc. But yet, My Lord, it ſeems 
to me out of the rigful Power: of that Supreme Civil 
Magiftrate acting (as your :Lordſhip expreſſes it) on a 
Coil Bottam, to deſtroy or diſanul the Office of a Mi- 

For thoughtT am very free to own 
the Civil Sword, may very juſtly Chaſtiſe the Man; yet 
I hope when it 1s ſeriouſſy conſidet d, it will not be de- 
ſir d by any Chriſtian Civil Power, in the leaſt, to meddle 
with the Offce. put on 3991 ö 100 


Sou I am very ſenſible will think this Diſtingion, 
between the Man, and his Oe, too refin d, and Me- 
| B taphiſieal, 


2363 


Freſervative againſt Nonjurors, Page 48, 49. a 


(8) 
taphaiſical, and would not give a Pin (as they term it) 
for Roafting a Parſon, without having the Pleaſure of 
throwing his Crders, or Office.into the ſame Fire: But 
you, My Lord, have formerly ſo well diſtinguiſh'd be- 
tween an * Office of Divine Inſtitution, and the Pyr ſon 
that Exerciſes that Office, that though you allow the one 


to be Cut to Pieces for the Good of Society; yet the other 


your Lordſhip yourſelf allows, to be Sacred and Irreſiſt- 


able. This then, My Lord, is what I directly admit in 


the Caſe of the Clergy; their Perſons are Obnoxious 
to the Civil Power, for the ſame Reaſons of State, as 
the Laity ; but their Office being of Divine Inſtitution, 


can only be taken away by thoſe, who are by the ſame 


Divine Inſtitution appointed for that Purpoſe: And the 
Reſult of my whole M 


fiaftical and Gvil Power, are of Divins Inflitution, and 


or Spiritudl out of its Hands, 


Y ov ſee, My Lord, I am very ready to admit every 
Degree of Treaſon is equally within the Authority of the 


Qnil Power: But, My Lord, the bare Exerciſe of tlie 


Chriſtian Prieſthood, is neither Treaſon nor Rebellion : 


eaning is, That both the Eccle- 3 


dy that Inſtitution determin'd in their proper Bounds, © 
O that as the Eccleſiaſtical Power muſt upon no Account, 
intrude into the Province of the Civil, neither ought 2 
the Civ] Power to wreſt what is purely Eccleſiaſtica ), 


Tis a Part of its Office to bind Obedience on the Con- 1 
_ Jeience, and therefore the Exerciſe of this Oſſice cannot 


be either the Nui n, or Trouble 
ſome, who are inveſted with this Sacred Office, abuſe it 


of any Ciui Power, It | 


Is 
_ 
—_ 
7 * 
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to the Purpoſes of Treaſon and Rebellion, as it is a * 3 
nd 


_ ty; 


LY 


ſonal Action, ſo let them perſonally ſuffer for it. 


as they thereby juſtly bring themſelves under a Cuil San- 1 


our Religion is indeed nothing but a Trick of State; an 


you T eally now do [ell your Coat to buy a Sword. 


dt ion, let them bear, My LORD, a Gvil Hnal- 
however, let their Order ſtill ſtand untouch'd üb 
. Lay-Hands, leſt it be ſaid in the St of the Scorners A 


YouR Lordſhip, I think, cannot in Reaſon expect $3 
a Lay-Man, ſhould run with you through the perplex'd © 


& x „ — 


— 


Conſideratione, &c. 


Mazes“ 


rr . e eos * a — © 4 


(9) 


Mazes of Science; the different Dreſſes your Lordſhip 


is pleas'd to give to the One Sylogiſn, or Topick, of 
Self-Defence in the Civil Power, may, I ſuppoſe, be 
juſtly paſs'd_over, if the Senſe of what they contend for 
may be taken into one general View: For; I believe, to 
uſe your Lordſhip s own Expreſſion, Turn it over a Thou- 


fand Times, and tbe Argument can amount to no more 


thun this, Ihat it is abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſerva- 
tion of the State, that Perſons diſaffected to it, ſhould 
be hinder'd by force totally from Preaching, or exerci- 
ſing any other Part of the Sacerdotal Office. 


Bor this, My Lord, I muſt humbly inſiſt to be dif 
ſatisfied in 
N , 37 918 


Fir, Brea us x it doth not appear to me, to come 
under che Limits of the Civil Power, to pronibit a Per- 
ſon, rogulatly Ordaind a Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, or the 
Goſpelz ff Preaching, or any other proper and com- 
miſſion d Exerciſe of his Function. | 

Secondly” Br cus the Civil Power may abundant 
ly, and very juſtly; both preſerve” itſelf, and puniſh 
Offenders of this Kind many other Ways. t 


IL x the Proſecution of theſe, I ſhall not only fully 
lay before your Lordſhip my particular Senſe of each Par- 
ticular, but have a proper Opportunity, of yet more re- 
gularly eonſidering, what your Lordſhip has offer d to the 
contrary, in the Second Branch of your Lordſhip's Diſ- 
tin } 5 


A wD: Firſt, I humbly conceive, tis not tightfully in 
the Civil Power to prohibit and hinder by. force a Mix 
niſter of Chriſt Jeſus,” or the Goſpel, 8c; 


wk ND Yhis we will conſider; and examine under thoſe 


Topicks your Lordthip yourſelf is pleas d to lay down. 


2 Firft, Tut x your Lordſhip is pleas'd to refer to the 
Conſtitution of the Church of England ever ſince the 
Reformation; And here your Lordthip obſerves it to be 


a particular Branch of our Conſtitution, © That: re 
2 Right 


| (2 
<« Right of  Exerm/ing, or Executing the Office of 4 Bi- 
lo; in any particular Dioceſe, | aziſes originally from 


<« the Nomination of the King. Tage 33, - 


. Tmr1s, My Lord, I am very free to acknowledge ge; 
and that al] Biſhops "may juſtly on their Knees (as your 
Lordſhip. after aſſerts they do) ſolemmly and daucutlj ac- 
knowledge, That they had, and held their Biſhapricks, and 
Poſſeffons of the ſame res: as well the Spinitualities 
as Temporaluzes thereof, only cf the King s Majeſty, and 
of the Imperial Crown of thts hns Maiefhy Realm, But, 
My Lord, all this Humility, and Acknowledgment, can, 
L humbly conceive, amount to no more than this, viz. 
That they hereby freely own, That the Protein, Li- 
cence, and Encourazement they had to Exerciſe their Fi- 
ritual Hundtion, with all the Endowments, Dięnities, and 
the like annexed-thereto, was an Act of Fygejand Royal 
Bounty, and as ſuch acknowledg d by them ox their Knees : 
And in by your Lordihip's Saying, by their Sturitunlities, 
Nothing leſs can be meant than the Relation between then: 
and the Church, or Clriſtian Clergy, and People of that 
Dioceſe, to which the King had nommated them; is only 
meant fuch Licence, Protecizon, and Endowwents; all 
which were ſubſequent to their Conſecration, and ſa as 
wen by the King, might be again - by him, when 
1 5 a proper Occaſion : This L readily admit (by which 
otrLordſhip may fee, I give up the Scheme of ſome of the 
odern Nonjurors) But, My Lord, if by this Acknow- 
„ K your 9 would ã yrs my they 
defiv ir Epiſc ce, property fo call d, and thus 
diſtinguiſh'd: eln bur cl perl een — Bi- 
ſhop that ever took the Words in that Senſe; becauſe 
this, My Lord, were not only to give up the Origiua l 
and Dione. Inflitution of their Office , but the very Do · 
Frine of the Church of England itſelf; which expreſly, in 
her Book of Ordination, aſſerts, I it evident to all Men, 
reading Holy Scriptures, and untient Authors, Thut from 
the Apoſtles Times there has beent hree Orders in the Mi- 
niſtery,B1isHops, PRIESTS and DEACONs; which can- 
fire be true, were thefe Orders in her Opinion deri- 

ved from the Civil Power: And therefore it muſt be ex- 
tfemly ſurprizing, My Lord, to ſee you conclude a Point 
of this Nature with the following Words. 
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& From hence it follows, that the neu- invented Ge 


de neral Principle of the Nonjurors, cannot poſſibly help 
© the Cauſe of thoſe Biſhops ; who, by their own ſolemn 
© Acknowledgment, could not but believe (whatever 


they thought of the Power then in Poſſeſſion) that the 


<: rightful Civil Power was veſted with ſufficient Au- 
© thority to deprive them : Becauſe, whatever they be- 
cc Jjev d themſelves to hold ſolely from that Civil Po- 
er, they could not but believe, they might be deprivd 
&. of, by the ſame Civil Power: That is, according te 
«their own ſolemn Oatb, the Spiritualities as welt ds 
cc Temporalities, of their reſpective Dieceſes. To re- 


& turn. 


Tes, with all my Heart, My Lord, I think it is hi 

Time | Let it be peculiar to bbs, or any Body, but ſuc 
as your Lordſhip, to ſpeak ſach Things as theſe ! The 
Office of a Biſhop ſolely deriv'd from the Civil Power, 


and on d; nay, ſolemnly ſworn to be ſo by themſelves. 


Such Words as theſe, now fpoke by a Biſhop! --- I leaye 
our Enemies to ſpeak the reſt with Pleaſure-! * 


Pai Dox me, My Lord, but there are in the World 
ſuch People as Derffs 5 Men who think (or at leaſt would 
have others think ſo) your Lordſhip knows full well, all 
Religion was in tlie Original a juggle of the State; and 
would take more Pleaſure in Parſon, than Fox Huntin 

were the World but under their wiſe Adminiſtration: 


And ſhall the bare Pleafure, of confounding a Set of 


People, ſour d by Affliction almoſt fond of Confeſſorſhip; 
and however willing, unable, to Hurt! Shall 1 ſay, fuch 
as theſe extort Things from your Lordſnhip's Pen, that 
will de Meat and Drink to the Wits of the Age! No, 
My Lord, St. Auguſtin himſelt wrote a Book of Recan- 
tations. ; 1 2100979! 1 ' 


Y ov x' Lordſhip, I chink, has not advanc'd any other 


Medium, with Regatdto the Conſtitution of our Church, 


than what you are pleaſed to infer from the Recognition 
made by the Biſhops in the Words before preſented : 
And\as no other Plea of this Nature has been us d by 
your Lordſhip, permit me to obſerve, Nothing that _ 
Wo LOW this 


(12) 

this Way has offer d it ſelf to the poor Theory my com- 
mon Senſe has provided. The Reign of King Jauer II. 
has preſented ſomething of this Kind; bur the Exceſſe? 
of his Admmiftration will not, I think, be allow'd by 
your Lordihip to be urg'd as a Precedent. He (as Hiſto- 
25 informs me, for my Age will not write co- temporary) 
did order Dr. Con pion; Lord Bithop bf London; to ſu- 
2 that,- afterwards very Reverend Prelate, Archbi- 

p Sharp, for fome ungrateful Truths were ſpoke by 
im in thoſe ſad Times: But as his Application was to 
his proper Ordinary, and his Deſire only amourited to 
Suſpenſion, this cannot be made a Parallel to Total De- 
tuation. The Right, My Lord; of declining even this 
peremptory Command, however ſeem'd inſiſted; and 
the Biſhop of London, by his Practice, prov'd the Deter- 
mination in Fu ſolelj in his on 2 The 
Article of out Church, My Lord, about Civil Magi- 
ſtrates, learns particularly to ward againſt a Power of 
this Naturr. Mott vin iet Nero 


2 © WHEREAS Las that expreſſes it) we attribute to the 
e Queen's Majeſty the chief Government, by which Li- 
ce tles we underſtand the Minds of ſome flanderous Folks 
cer to be offended: We give not to our Princes, the Mi- 
ec niſtring either of God's Word, or the Sacraments; the 
<. which Thing, the Injunctions alſo lately ſet forth by 
cc Elizabeth our Queen; do moſt plainlyteſtity. But that 
<. only Prerogative, which we ſee to have been given al- 
< ways to all godly Princes in holy Scripture, by God 
< himſelf ; that is, That they ſhould rule all Eſtates, and 
Degrees, committed to their Charge by God, whether 
de they be Eceleſiaſtical or Temporal; and reſtrain with 
<. the Civil Sword, the Stubborn and Evil Doers. 


HR, My Lord, ſuch a Mixture of | Eccieſiaſtical and 
Civil Poweft, as your Lordſhip ſeems to contend for, is 
intirely condemn'd by the moſt Public and Authoraitative 
Voice of our Church; and a bare Suggeſtion of this kind 
is charged by her, as only Calumny, Slander; and deſign d 
by her Enemies to blaſt her Reputation. She does indeed, 
allow her Princes a Power to Puniſb or Reſtrain all Evil 
Deer, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, or Laicks : 
But then this muff only be done with the Civil —_— 
whic 


A - J * 


hereafrer, 


6s) 
tion in a Clergyman. 


© I'KNnow, your Lordſhipobſerves, That this * No- 
ce tion of Intermixing Eceleſiaſtical and Civil Power, in 
Matters nat of a Civil Nature, is what ſeems to you, 
to have caſt a Cloud over ſa many Uunderſtandings. 
And really, My Lord, notwithſtanding all your Lord- 
ſhip has afterwards offered to clear this, tis ſtill ſuch a 
Cloud to my Underſtanding , that I can't poſſibly ſee 
through it yet. For, My Lord, whatever Pretences of 
Religion, a Fifth Monarchy-Man may make, for openly 
avowing, or endeayouring to overturn all Cry] Govern- 
ment; it certainly is but a bare Pretence, and what Re- 
ligion has no more Reaſon to encourage, than the Magi- 
ſtrates it tlfreatens or attacks. Or whatever Pretence 
any regularly commiſſioned Miniſters of the Goſpel, may 
make, for Preaching Rebellion, and Praying againſt their 
rightful Croil Power; it's as certain, they are not commiſ- 
ſion d ſo to do: And tho' it is indeed the Buſineſs of the 
Church to cenſure and puniſh them, as Lying, and Falſe 
Prophets ; yet no Doubt ont, the State may inflit ſuch 
Penalties on them, as they were juſtly obnoxious to, were 
they mere Lay-men. But nothing of this Nature, 
Lord, can reach their Office, in ſuch Uſe of it as is not 
at all Criminal or incompatible with the Safety of the 
Civil Prwer: Nor does there appear any Neceſhty in the 
Civil Power to deprive ſuch a Clad Wha, in order to 


its own Security. But this we ſhall more fully conſider 


Your Lordſhip goes on: © The Exerciſe ot the Epif- 


« copal Office, is a Matter primarily, of an Eccleſiaſti- 
c cal Nature; but the Exerciſe of the Epiſcopal Office, 


to the Deſtruction of a rightful Civil Power, is of 2 
ee 1 
© Civil Nature, c. 


REALLY, My Lord, the Caſe, as here ſtated by your 
Lordthip, ſeems to me impoſſible, For ſuch an Exerciſe 


.of the Epiſcopal Office, your Lordſhip here is pleaſed to 


mention, is as much an Abuſe of his own Epiſcopal Com- 


1mſſion, 


- 
* 


+ + ̃ - ; hpidiibieliey 
Page 69, 70. 


which ſurely ĩs not the Caſe of entire; and total Depriua- 


14:3, | 
aniſſion, 'as.of the Civil mer: And, this your Lordſhip 
ourſelf afterwards grants, by mentioning it, as always 
inſiſted on by our greateſt Divines, that the Chriſtian 
Religion, conſequently the Miſſion of its yp had 
nothing in it inconſiſtent with a Riphtful Gil Power®: 
And therefore, Nothing of his Nature can ever reſult 
from the proper Exerciſe but only the Alaſe of the E- 
pon e 


I Don'r greatly like Repetitions, but I hold my- 
Felf oblig d to — 12 on your Tasdh 6 — 272 
cc Civil wer (as your Lordſhip goes on) not to have this 
ec Right of Depri dation, then it muſt be true, the. Miniſters 
de of the Goſpel have a Right to be exempt from the 
<< Civil Power, in Caſes which affect it in the tendereſt 
© Parts, and which. are therefore of a Civil Nature: Or 
ac in other Words, have a Right to ruin the Civil Power, 
(for that muſt be the Conſequence) and to ſet upthem- 
< ſelves-in its very Place, and make themſelves truely, 
& and effectually the Civil Power. 


My Lord, I can go no Farther, To do fo, is, I oun 
a plain ws two Rights, as diſtinct as Heaven 
Harth, and can only make this thort Anſwer for the Eccle- 
-fraftical Power ; That is, It is not in her Mz/ſion at all to 
claſh with the Cr] Power : So when ſhe does not exceed 
Her Mirffton, the Civil Power can conſequently have neither 
Fight, nor Neceſſity, to meddle with her. | 


ForG1ve me, pray, My Lord, ſome Quickneſs, when 
I am in a Circle; becauſe then common Senſe is apt to 
de giddy. Thus far it appears to me, we are agreed, the 
Eccleſtaſtical and Civil Power, are diſtinct, Hiſtinétf (by 
Jour Lordſhip's Suffrage in the Church of England) as 
Heaven and Earth. I would now bring this Controverſy 
to a more particular View: and enquire whether the 
Deprivation, or that ſort of Deprivation (which your 
Lordſhip pleaſes) now contended, belongs properly to 
tlie Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Ppwer. aan * 
I Must own have obſervd your Lordſhip wholely 
as it were confine the Deprivation to a Civil Senſe, and 
that the le Rea on ol it. is upon. a Civil ccount, ſuch 


Wo 


the Rightfu 


C13) 

as Preaching. Rebellion, praying fur the DeftruBtion | 

22 Power — A. e 29 oy 
Lordihip is pleas'd to take it in a more extenſive View, 
you touch it ſoftly, and mention it only as included, or 
the Conſequenee of ſuch no doubt very regular proceed - 
ing of the Civil Power; but, My Lord, what I would 
humbly propoſe, is, whether by the Conftitution of our 


Church, the Miniſters of the Goſpel may be prohibited 


by the Civil Power, to exerceſe fuch Parts of their Sacer- 
gotal Office,” as are the Genuine, Divine, and Unalterable, 
Effects of it? I would not be miſtaken, I ſay the Queſi- 
on is not whether they'may preach Rebellion, or pray 42 

ut 


the Deftruttion, or Ruin f the rightful Civil Power ; bi 


whether they may 4 ſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm 


and the Lord's Supper, or any ſuch other neceſſary and 


entia] Parts of their Sacerdotal Office; and notwith- 
nding all Prohibition by the State, a Right properly ſo 


call'd does not belong to them of this kind ? 


YouR Lordſhip 18 pleas d in Anſwer to this to fay, 
VIZ. TY e | 


9 SHALL only add, That they who think thus, 


ce will find hard to prove, that they themſelves have a 
© Right either to blame the Nonjurors for doing what 
© according to themſelves they have a Right to do, or 
ce to joyn with thoſe who have been ſet up in Oppoſition 
<« to their Biſhops and Clergy, whom they thus acknow- 
ce Jedgeto have had a Right, to exerciſe their Offices, e- 
te en to the manifeſt ha ard of the Publick ; and à Right 
© not to be controll'd by that Right which the Supreme 
ce Power hath to all Things neceffary to its own Defence 
© and ' Preſervation, 1 rr, | 85 


I Have already, My Lord in ſome meaſure conſi- 
ſider d what your . 43 pleas'd to call, The one um- 
dowbted and undemable Principle of Self-Defence, and 


what I would at preſent obſerve, is, That this Anſiv 
not Id Satie ry, * juſtly be expected, and —_— 
to, | Only 

— — —— 


hall hereafter have farther Occaſion to attend it, but 
er is 


Page 45, 95. 40:97 | 


8 
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(e 
only to fright the Queriſt with what may be infer d from 
it by the Nonjurors. A/ Lord, I am very far from ap- 

proving the Modern Practice of Separation 7785 on, 


and fo warmly (I had almoſt ſaid fooliſuly) inſiſted on by 
_.. them, becauſe I am very well ſatisfy d, even, in their 
on brineiples, it is not at all neceſſary in the Laity, 
and whatever the Validity of Lay-Deprivation may be, 
I think the Conſideration of the Peace of 'the Church, a 
. ſufficient Reaſon for even the Clergy to fend, at leaſt, 
the Exerciſe of their Office, when they cannot Exerciſe 
it without a Breach of this Kind. is perhaps may 
not readily paſs witli them, but it may ſerve however to 
ſuggeſt ſomething to your Lordſhip, though ſuch a pro- 
per Right ſhould be inſiſted on as before mention d. And 
as. to the neceſſary Conſequence of their being totally de- 
priv d by the Civil Powers juſtly exerting jtſelf, in the 
Refiraine of their, or any others preaching Rebellion, 
Ec. I muſt freely own, I can't at preſent ſee it, till your 
| TOP is pleas'd to explain Puffer yet farther on that 
cad. 4 . „ inn 


Easy were it, I believe, My Lord, farther, and yet 


more fully to prove, that the Deprivation of a Clergy- 4 
Man, by the Conſtitution of the Church of England is 
not lodg'd in the Civil Power; and I can't but with ſome 7 


* Pleaſure obſerye, that your Lordſhip does in ſome Mea- 
ſure, atleaſt, admit it in theſe Words. | 


Werdet AND therefore, ( ſays ur Lordſhip) though it | 


ec may be ſaid (I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip means juſtly ſaid) 
_ © that. Deprivations upon other Accounts muſt be per- 
e form'd by a Spiritual Authority: yet certainly it can- 


© of Deprivation muſt be ſo, 


& 


Jurors to remark on; to me it is ſufficient to infer, there 


can be no ſuch thing as a Regular Deprivation by che 
| ng Conſtitution © 


55 — 
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"© not be prov'd by any Eccleſiaſtical Principles this ſort [ 


* Irs not being, My Lord, to be prov'd by any Eccte- 3 
ſiaſtical Principles, that. this Deprivation ſhould come 
. under a Spiritual danction, is what 1 ſhall leave the Non- 


2 ed ted + A A A 4 
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1 and the Deprivation your 
the Civil wer, muſt yet ſeem more ſtrange. I am very 
far from inſiſting, My Lord, that the Goſpel any where 


67 
Conſtitution of the Church of England, without the 
proper Sentence of the Eccleſiaſtical Power. | | 


Pass we from the particular Conſtitution of our 
Church to the Holy Scriptures (which the Order of theſe 
Papers leads us next properly to conſider, what your 
Lordſhip has infer d from the Nature and Ends of Civil 
Government coming more properly under the Second 
Reaſon laid down.) 2 paſs we to Holy Scripture, 


A 
ordſhip here contends for in 


exempts, any Perſons from the Sanction of the Civil Power; 
no, undoubtedly every Soul, Eccleſiaſtick or Laick, is 
commanded to be Fre to it; but when I conſider that 


ue owe all our Nellgion to the Exerciſe of the Fundtion of 
the former, notwithſtanding therepeated and moſt poſitive 
Prohibition of the Gvil Power ; when I conſider that thoſe 


very Apoſtles who ſo particularly preſs our Obedience to 
the Ci Power, yet thought it their indiſpenſible Duty to 
exertiſe their Function, as Miniſters, maugre Stripes as 
well as Prohib;tions, againſt their ſo doing; it muſt be 


L | ſarprizing to ſee your Lordſhip ſay ſuch independency of. 
the Mmiſters of the Goſpel from the Civ wer. Is 


« as far from the Sound as the Meaning of the Goſpel. 


4 Poge 66. 


'Trs high Time now, My Lord, to have done playing 


wich Words; and if your Lordſhipby Deprivation, means 


only a Deprivation from Civil Privileges, there is none 


difſputes it with you. Dr. Hicks himtelf, your Lordſhip 
= owns, allows every Thing of that kind that can be con- 


tended for. The Deprivation therefore in diſpute cannot 


be of this kind, without your Lordſhipdiſputes with the 
Wind; but if comm. Senſe, can determine, it muſt re- 
2 Tate to a total Deprivation of their Office (which though 
Z your Lordſhip ſeems all along induſtriouſſy to avoid ſpeax- 
ing out in ſo many Words, muſt be my Meaning, if 
you have any Meaning at all) your E 

= Deprivation a Term of Art, or what elſe you pleaſe; but 
the plain Senſe of it is, what your Lordthip in another 
Place calls, A taking away, or hindring of the Exerciſe 4. | 


ordihip may call 


2 


\ that Function, which before they had no Riglt to exerciſe. 


This 
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This is the Sort of Deprivation. all muſt mean, I think, 
My Lord, that mean any thing, and is what I would 
humbly propoſe my Doubt to your Lordſhip concerning 
the Validity of it mg 3b ter lep9 7 


Tux Goſpel your Lordſhip is pleaſed to mention, as 
entitely ſilent in this Particular, as if our Bleſſed Lord 
had never mention d to his Apoſtles the Oppoſition their 
Miniſtry ſhould meet with from the Civil Power. Did 
not he tell them he ſent them forth as Sheep im the 1mdft 


| 2 and continually Lecture them on the Miſeries, 
455 ea 


y Exerciſe of their Miniſtry would bring upon 
them in this World? Were they not, notwithſtanding all 
that could be done of this Nature, to Proſelyte and Bap- 
tiæe all Nations; though, for fo doing they were 285 


and charg d, as if they tim d the World upſide down? Di 
they not meet with R 


eproaches where- ever they came? 
One while they were Sedit ious, and Fyſtilent Fellows, a- 
nother Guilty of Hereſie, Enemies to the Great Goddeſs 
Diana; every where deſtitute, affiitied, tormented, yet 
fill oblig'd to continue their Office, and in this Senſe 10 
reſiſt the Civil Power even unto Death. The Apoftles, 
My Lord, were depriv'd often enough by the Civil Pow- 
er, could that have voided their Punt on; but they were 


Strangers to the Validity of ſuch a Deprivation. 


Bur Example will render this yet more intelligible ; 
when St. Peter and St. Jos were conven'd before the 
Council, for preaching thro” Feſres the Reſurredt ion from 
the Dead; we find after the Council hath order'd them to 
withdraw, they came to this Reſolution, That the No- 
ctrines they had preached ſhould read no further an 
the People they determin'd ftriftly to prohibit them preach- 
ing any more in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. Upon this 
they call'd them in, and (as the Text expreſſes it ſelf ) 
com manded them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 


* 


Name of Jefus. 5 


Tur Apoſtles. to this give their full and-peremptory | 
Anſwer in an expoſtulatory Manner, Whether (ſay they ) 
it be right in the 46 F God, to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye, Adds IV. 2, 17, v8, 19. 


HERR 


\ 


privation 
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- HaRE, My Lord, L think is 2 plain Inſſance of the 


Invalidity of Lay-Deprivation;. for if it were as your 
Lordſhip contends, lodg d in the Cui Fower, the Apo- 
ſtles were bound by Virtue of this Peremptory and Autho- 
ritative Prohibition of the Council, to have ceas d for e- 
ver after, proſecuting their Miniſtry; and if their De- 
id really commence from this Sent ancs of the 
Council, all the following Exerciſe of their Miniſtry 
was in the Nature of it Null andVord, and that Miniſtry 
which Chriſt had ſo fully promis d ſhould continueto/ the 
End of the World, with his Church, was deſtroy d in it's 
Infancy, and the very Miſſion convey'd down to us from 
the Apoſtles themſelves, was Void and gal, and only 
an Honour, or Gift, once lodg d in the Church, but ta- 
ken away almoſt as ſoon as given. 4 


Non will the alledging the peculiar and extraordinary 
Miſſion of the Apoſtles, any thing conſiderably vary the 
Caſe ; becauſe ſuch wations of the Civil Power, 
were continually thunder d againſt their Succeſſors in the 
Miniſtry, for ſeveral hundred Vears after. What their 
Sentiments were in the Point, the very little of Chriſtia- 
nity, even, in this Age clearly proves; and tis to be 
hop d the Faith and Conſtancy of ſome, would ſtill brave · 
ly continue, were they never ſo much either betray d, or 
openly oppos'd. | 18 4 


I Hap not, My Lord, expatiated thus far in a Caſe fo 

very plain, had not your Lordſhip ſo directly pronounc d 
the Goſpel entirely ſilent in thy particular; I am now by 
the Order of your Lordſhip's Diſcourſe to conſider the 
Inſtance your Lordſhip has propos d from the Old Teſta- 
ment, in proof of Lay-Deprivation. 0 


TRAERR your Lordſhi pobſerves. That Solomon, upon 
& an Account meerly Civil, relating to his on Right to 
the Crown, Thruſt out Abiathar from being Frieſt unto 
« the Lord: And the ſame Solomon put Zadock the Prieft 
s into his Room, 1 Kings 2. 27, 38. That is, Solomon 
ce depriv'd one of the Exerciſe of his Function, to which 
he had been appointed, accordins to the Inſtitution of 
* God himſelf; And the fame Solomon appointed another 
a © to 


(20) 
ce to ſucceed him, What can be a more expreſs Parallel 
ec than this, of the Supreme Civil Power, depriving one 
ce Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, and putting in another, upon the 
< ſole Conſideration of the Intereſt of the State? Page 
c 66;.67. Your Lordſhip adds in another Place, This 
< Inſtance of Solomon is a plain Inſtance of Kings having 
©. not only a Power of Impriſoning, Baniſhing, Execu- 
< ting and the like, but of Depriving. Page 71. 


Ir would be rather to amuſe and perplex, than ex- 
plain the Difficulties of the Text, to enquire into the 
wild Conjectures of ſeveral Writers hereon. All that 
ſeems neceſſary in the preſent Controverſy, is to enquire 
whether it were really an Act of Deprivation that is 
meant by the Words, Thruſting Abiathar out from be- 
ing a Prieſt of the Lord,; or only a Baniſhment not only. 
from the uſual Place of Abode of the High Prieſt, and 
an Excluſion from the Civil Privileges, were annex d to 
that Office in the ewiſb, as well as now. in the Chriſtian 
Nations? Ihe latter of theſe ſeems to me the moſt pro- 
bable Senſe of the Paſſage, For the Twenty-ſixth Verſe 
ſays, And unto Abiathar the Prieft ſaid the King, Get 
thee to Anathoth unto thine own Frelds, for thou art 

orthy-of Death, but 7 will not at this time put thee to 
Death, becauſe thou beareſt the Ark of the Lord God, be- 
fore David my Father, and becauſe thou haſt been afflidt - 
ed in all, wherein my Father was afflid ed. So Solomon 
thruſt Abiathar out from being a Prieft of the Lord, That 
is, took away from him thoſe Endowments the Crown 
always beſtow 'd on their Perſons, and baniſh'd him his 
immediate Preſence, becauſe he knew him conſpiring with 
Ademijah, his elder Brother, againſt the Crown. This 
ſeems to me the meaning of the Paſſage, and that it was 
not a Total Deprivation of his Function, becauſe he is ex- 
preſly mention d in a following Chapter as one of. Solomon. 
Priefts. The Words are theſe, And Benaiah, Son of Thoiada, 
was over the Hoft and Zadock and Abiathar were the 
Prieſts; which would not, I humbly think, have been fo ex- 
preſs'd, were a Total Deprivation of his Function meant, 
by his being thruft out from being a Prieft of the Lord. 


Bur ſhould it be admitted this Pre ceedure of Solomon 
did amount to a Total I eprivation of the Priefthood, or 
01 | | Function 


(21) 

Hut ion of Abiathar (which is no where as I can ſee e 
preſs d in any of the Hiſtory ) yet I carmot but think this 
Prince and his Father ſuch extraordinary Perſons, and act- 
ed often by ſuch an Immediate and Divine Inpulſe, that 
their Actions are not to be advanc:d'into a general Rule. 
We oughtto conſider in them, the Prophet was joyn'd to 
the Prince; and Salomon had ſo many, and particular Dꝛ- 
vine Orders with Relation to the Temple; that even this 
Action of his is mention'd not only as the Puniſhment of 
' Abrathar's Treaſon, but alſo that he might fulfil the 
Word of the Lord. For the whole Verſe your Lordſhip 
refers to, runs thus, S Solomon thruſt out Abiathar from: 
being a Prieſt to the Lord; That he might fulfil the Word 
of the Lord, which he ſpake concerning the Houſe of Eli in 
Shilo. So that this particular Act of $9700 is mention'd 
as immediately under Divine Direction; and therefore 
I humbly conceive it can't be an evident, and direct Pa- 
rallel, as your Lordſhip repreſents it. m 


Ir would ill become me, My Lord, to be peremptory 
in any thing your Lordſhip is pleas d to diſpute; but thus 
much your Lordſhip yourſelf on a Review, will, Lam 
apt to think, be inclin'd to grant, that it is at leaſt doubt- 
ful, whether it really was a Deprivation, or no, in the 
Senſe here contended; or if it were, tis equally the fame, 
whether it were an Act of Solomon under immediate Di- 
vine Direction, either of which muſt exceedingly take from 
the force of your Lordſhip's Argument, and render it at 
Jeaſt uncertain, whether the Paſſage at all concerns the 
Queſtion in debate. For My Lord, as to baniſh is allow d 
on all ſides an Act properly of the Civil Power, ſo nothing 
of that Nature, can be made a proper Medium to prove 

Deprivation to be the ſame. And tis, I think, My Lord, 
inſiſted by all Caſuiſts, That an Action under Hhumediatę 
and Divine Direction, or when the Caſe is ſo much as dif- 

puted to be extraordinary, ought never to be urg'd as a 

general Rule. In all ſuch Caſes, T humbly conceive, tis 
an allow'd Method to apply to other Paſſages of Holy 

- Writ, where ſuch Tranſactions are mention'd, and ſee 
what Senſe is there put uon them, and df this kind C- 

rab, Ua, and King Saul, are very diſcouraging Inſtan- 
ces, of the leaſt ruin on the Office of the Prieſthood. 
But as the Oeconomy of the Fewr/h and Chriftain Church 
: may 
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may be ſaid to differ; it ſeems beſt for us to be determin'd 
by the Practice of the, Apoliles in this particular, and 


what that was the. Inſtance of St. Peter and St. ohm, 
with many moxe. of the ſame, Nature ,which mig 
produc d, are ſo clear, and undeniably. Plain, that to add 


any thing further, were entirely triling.and unneceſſary. 


1.W out d only obſerve one Thing more to your 
Lordſhip (which, tho I have mention d it before, may 
not haye reach d your Novice) And that is, I do not in 

leaſt diſpute the Civil Powers having a Right, on Juſt 
Reaſons, to deprive. them of all the Civil Advantages 
they enjoy under its Adminiſtration... And ſuch I eſteem 
the Droceſe, \\Revenues, Honours, &c. of the Biſhops; 
Which, as they are all ſubſequent to their Conſecration, 
and ſo no Parts of their Orders, as they were given by, 
ay no doubt be reſusm d again by the Civil P OWer. Na » 

am far from contending, that the Civil Power may 4 
away, what your Lordſhip obſerves it never gave, even 
their very Lives; and yet I am not ſatisfy d it can take 
away their Orders, ſo as to make them, in @ proper 7, 
ceaſe to be Biſhops. I am very ſenſible ſome of our Mo- 
dem Nonjurors, will think me very 195 in my Conceſſi- 
ons g and ſeem to have no Notion of a hop without a 
Dioeeſe and its Revenues : But when I conſider the fff 
and beſt Biſhops had no ſuch Thing: as a- fix'd and ſettled 
Abede, 1can as eaſily form an Idea of a proper Biſhap 
without a Dioceſe, or any of its gilded Appendances, às 
without the T#/e of @ Lord, or Peer of the Realm ; both 
which I think alone to flow, from the very proper and 
juſt Bounty of Princes, ſince Chriſtianity has made them 
ſo happy, as to aſcend their Thrones. So that did your 
Lord ſhip only contend for the Civil Power's taking away 
thoſe Privilages, and conſequent Capacities of employ- 
ing them ſometimes to its Damage, I had nat given your 
Lordſhip this Trouble: But your Lordihip's making 
Deprivatiom, as twere to Commute, or change Hands for 
other , and ſometimes, no doubt, ft, Civil Fe- 
niet, is what I humbly conceive, Ad Lord, is con- 
Founding of two Powers, as diftintt as hiaaven and Earth. 
Turs s, :My Lord, are the Reaſons chiefly induc d 
me thus to Addreſs your Lordſhip, with regard to 5 — 
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Branch'of your Lordſhip's Diſcourſe, in which I have 
humbly propos'd my Diſſent, - with a particular Regard 
to what your LED has been pleas d to offer from the 
Conſtitution of our Church, and ſuch. Inſtances, ot ra- 
ther Inftance, which your Lordſhip. has been. pleas'd to 
produce from the holy Scripture, But as your Lordſhip 
1 5 more immediately to depend on thoſe Arguments 
you have drawn from the Nature, and Ends of Civil Go- 
vernment, I think my ſelf yet further oblig d to wait 
on your Eordſhip, in what you have preſented of that 
kind; which brings me to the ſecond Reaſon propos d, 
VIZ. 

Secondly, Br Cav s8 the Civil Power may abundant- 
ly, and very juſtly, both preſerve itſelf, and punith Of- 
fenders of this kind many other Ways. 


Tris, My Lord, muſt appear from the Conſideration 
of their being Nathing in the regular Exerciſe, of either 
the Fpiſcopat or Prieſtly Office, that is inconſiſtent with 
the Security of the Civil Power. This has ever been in- 
ſiſted on by your Lordſhip's own Suffrage, by our Great- 
eſt Divines; and therefore Nothing of that Nature can 
render it neceſſary, that there thould be ſuch an Inter 
ſition. Particulars, My Lord, may be uſeful: to make 
this plain to OGnmon Senſe ; but the very Hint alone is 
ſufficient to your Lordſhip. The meaneſt and moſt fuper- 
ficial Underſtanding, will readily comprehend, that the 
bare Preaching of the Word of Cod, and Adminiſtring of 
the Holy Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
can never be underſtood to claſh with the Intereſt, or 
Safety of Civil Government ; but in their whole Nature 
and Tendency, highly contribute to fix and eſtabliſſi it, 
as much in the Conſciences, as Fears of Mankind. And 
your Lordſhip's known Zeal for any thing of this Nature, 
would not admit you to be of a Fund ion that is at all in- 
conipatible with it. Indeed, what can the moſt fertile 
Malice ſuggeſt to be in the Chriſtian. Miniſtry, that will 
bear ſo much as the Shadow of ſuch a Pretence? As all 
its Miniſters are, or ought to be, Ambaſſadors of "the 
Prince of Pzace : A Prince, who when he was on Earth, 
declared i Kinzdom not of this World: Sorit hath al- 
ways been the juſt Boaſt of the Chriſtirn Religion, that 

g It 
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it advanc'd no Principles, but what were as much for the 
Intereſt of Civil Society in this World, as the eternal 
Peace of our Souls in that to come. Nor does the Church, 
happily planted in theſe Kingdoms, leſs enforce theſe 
Truths. Both Tables were happily united by the Church 
of England, and with Her, it was never thought a Con- 
radicfibn, at once to Fear God and Honour the King. 
What then, My Lord, can render Deprivation of her 
Miniſters neceſſary to' the Security of the Civil Power ? 
What is it can make it of late ſo very jealous, of even 
the Fund ion itſelf? Every Miſdemeanour of this kind in 
them, is as much a baſely Betrayzng, and giving up the 
Doctrines, they are oblig'd by their Mzſſion to inculcate, 
as the State they wrong thereb J and they are as equally 
Apoftates trom the one, as Rebels to the other. | 


BESID ES, My Lord, it has ever been the peculiar 
Glory of the Church of England, not only to Teach the 
Contrary herſelf, but to Condenm every 83 of this 
Nature, whether it came from Rome, or Geneva, This, 
My Lord, we have been ſo often told, that none can be 

inſenſible of it in this Nation. lis ſo evidently plain 
and undeniable, that your Lordſhip's greateſt Adverſari- 
es have thought” fit themſelves to acknowledge it: And 
therefore My Lord, it muſt ſeem ſtrange, that your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould reff on the Neceſſity of their Defrivation, on 
the Account of the Cv] Power ; becauſe in this Caſe, it 
is able to condemn them gut their own Mcrith. 


YovR Lordſhip, Iam ſure, need not be told, this is 
as much condemn'd by the Publick, as Private Voice of 
our Church. Of this the Hnilies of our Church ſtand 
as evident Monuments, as the private Compoſitions of 
all her Genuine Clergy: Moſt certainly therefore, no- 
thing of this Nature can render the Clirgy in their Office 
formidable to any Rzghtful Civil Power here in Enpland, 

and muſt conſequently conclude your Lordſhip miſtaken, 
in the preſent Neceſſity of their Deprivation, in order to 
the Security of the Civil Government, 


1 Aw very well aware it will be ſuggeſted, that not- 
withſtanding the Truth of all this, yet ſuch is the preſent 
Turn of ſome Clergy-Mens Minds, that they think it a 
„ ö N Duty 
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Duty to preach againſt the preſent Civil Power; and their 
Miftake in the Application is of equal Importance to 
the Civil Government, as if they were immediately led 
thereto by their Miſſon; and therefore the taking away 
their Miſſion is the leaſt the Civil Power can do, for its 


own Security. 


Bur this, My Lord, is what I can by no means con- 
cur in; becauſe the taking away the Miſſion, is not ſo 
properly a Puniſhing of the Miſtale, as the Principle 
or Function, from whence this Miſtałè is falſely conclud- 
ed; and the Man who perverts or * his Function by 
this means, is let to eſcape, while the Function itſelf, thus 
perverted, and abuſed, ſeems to ſtand alone the Criminal. 


I Know, not how metaphyſical ſuch Diſlinctions as 
theſe may be thought by ſome, but I cannot but think it 
founded in the Nature and Equity of the Thing ; that 
only that which fendt, ſhould be puniſb d, and the Of- 
fence here only lying in the Miſtake, and not the Fun; 
on, the Penalty ought to be ſo order d, as alone to reach 
the Miftake, diſtinguiſh d from the Funci ion; and if they 
can be ſo diſtinguiſh d, they ought in juſtiee and Equity 
ſo to be, and conſequently there eannot be an abſolute 
Neceſſity to blend them together. 


ANꝙ this, My Lord, will appear the more intell igi- 
ble, if we deſcend to ſuch Particulars, which your Lord- 
ſhip is pleas'd to mention in this Controverſy. To preach 
Rebellion or Pray for the Deſtructian, or Rum: of. the 
Rightful Civil Power, will;My Lord, 1 believe be confeſs d 
on all Sides, to be an Abuſe, or at leaſt a Mrftake, of the 
Miniſterial Function; and. ſo. conſequently not to be 
charged on the Function: For otherwiſe, ſuch a Miſtake 
in one Clergyman, muſt equally affect all; which I think 
I may be poſitive, your Lordſhip won't admit. There- 
fore in Order to an equitable Proceeding againſt the Per- 
ſon who makes this Abuſe, or Miſtałe, of his Fumdt ion, 
is it not neceſſary (if practicable) to diſtinguiſn this 
Abuſe or Miſtake from his Function; and while the one 
is puniſh d as wicked and pernicious, the other ſhould be 
left untouched, nay, commended and approv d of ; I ſay, 
My Lord, is not this Equity, and founded in the 1 — 

| ions 
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Qions of Good and Evil? 1 am perſuaded your Lordſhip 


— 


will not deny it. Ka 


To bring this Home then in the Application to the 
reſent Caſe. Cannot this particular Abuſe or Miſtake 
sf the Nonjurors, in Neachimg Rebellion, &c. be puniſh'd 
without depriving them totally of the good and innocent 
Exerciſe ot their Orders? To ſay it can't, My Lord, is 
to aſſert the Civil Power has no other Way td punith a 
Clergyman,but that of Deprivation ; but that he may have 
the Ame (iv! Penalties inflicted on him as another Man, 
is allow'd vm all Sides; therefore ſuch a Deprivation can 
be neither right nor neceſſary,” e cans, on 


Bur you, My Lord, are pleaſed to think chis is bind- 
ing down the Civil Power to the extremeft Methods ; and 


therefore you'tontend for their being deprived by Way 


of Commutation; for'thoſe Penalties, the Statute Laws 
of the Land would inflit on ſuch male Practices. | 


Bur, My Lord, has not the Civil Power a vat Variety 


of Civil Penalties, with which it may make its Choices, an 
either relax or heighten its Rigours, as it ſees proper 


Rea ſon? If the Civil Power does not think fit to Hang, 
or Baniſb, or Iuipriſon ſuch an Offender, can it not Fine, 


or barely withdraw ſeveral Civil Priviledges from him? It 
will not ſure be contended, that the Civil Power can't 
help itfelf a thouſand Ways, againſt the Attempts of any 
Clereyman, without depriving him of his Orders; and it 
muſt be allow'd. thoſe Ways are a thouſand Times more 


effectual to all the Purpoſes of Civil Power; conſequently 
the one undoubted, undeniable Principle of Self-Defence, 


niuſt be uncertain and precarious in the preſent Applica- 
tion, andappear fo even to common Senſe, 


"IPROcEED now, Ay Lord, to the Third Branch o 


your Lordfhip's Diſcourſe, in which J am free to own, 
the ſtrange and modern Monopoly ſome of our Nonjurors 
have made of all the Sacerdotal wer, and Privilege. 
which 'Ch4f has given to his Church, ſeems to me as wild 


and extravagant, as your Lordſhip has pronoumc d: But 


yet L can't but think, the Blaſphemy and Abſurdity your 


Lerdſhię is pteas'd to charge on ſuch a Claim in the 


Prieſthoad 
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Prieſthood in general, is what ſtills admits of forme Diffi- 
culty. Your Lordihip here indeed , ſeems to expreſs 
urſelf ſomething more looſe anduncertain, than in other 
Parts of your Book: But as what is inſiſted on, is apply @ 
* 


to the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and the whole Au ority 
there mention'd in it, is rejected, and ſpoke of with an 
Air of Contempt, and Diſdain, I muſt own myſelf yet 
farther ſo unhappy, as to diſſent from your Lordſhip. 
You are pleas d to ſay, | rj 


© WHEN they would alarm you (as their Fellow La- 
« bourers the Fapiſts do) by telling vou that you cannot 
hope for the Favour of God, but by the ſtricteſt Com- 
munion with their Church; (which is the ſame true 
Church of England, govern d by Biſhops in a regular 
Sucgeſſion) that God himſelf had hung your Salvation 
upon ſuch a Nicety, chat he diſpences none of his Fa- 
'vours, or Graces, but by the Hands of themſelves, 
© and their Subordinate Prieſts ; that you cannot be au- 
«*thoritativel yBleſs'd,orReleaſs'd from your Sins, but by 
them who are the regular Prieſts; that Churches under 
other Biſhops, are Schiſmatical Conventicles, made 
up of excommunicated Perſons, both Clergy and Laity, 
out of God's Church, as well as out of his Favour ; 1 
fay, when ſuch, Arguments as theſe are urged, you need 
« only have recourſe, to a general Anſwer to this whole 
« Heap of Scandal and Defamation, upon the Will of 
God, the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Church of England, 
« in particular. 54 ww 
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c Top may tell them ſecurely, that you have not fo 
« under ſtood the Nature of God, who is your Governor 
« and judge, that you have not ſo leam d Chriſt, or the 
1 Defign of his Gof) pel; or even the Foundation of this 
« Part of his Church, reform'd, and eftabliſh'd in Eng- 
« land, The following Arguments will juſtify you; 
de which therefore ought frequently to be inthe Thoughts 
fall, who have any Value for the moſt important 
e Points. God is juſt, and equal, c. 


INDEED, My Lod, I ſhould nat content myſelf, 
were there Nothing ta be.faid to either Papiſts or Nonju- 
rare, Aut a general Farangue on the Fuftice, Equity, and 

5 | | Coodneſs 
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© Grodneſs of God: For tho' I am very far from diſputing 


any thing that can be ſaid of that Nature; yet I muſt 
own regular Ordinalion (for ſo your Lordſhip afterwards 
has expreſs d it) authcritative Benediftion, Rennſſin, 
and the like, are Words, that to me, ſeem to carry a 
good old Meaning ; and however, I may condemn their 
n by Pa its, and of late by Non- 

ill the Words themſelves ſtrike me with 
Awe and Reverence. Ir is not, T humbly conceive, at 
all inconſiſtent with the Notion of God Almighty's be- 
ing 4 juſt, equal, and good Being, to ſuppoſe, that 
when he left the Earth, and aſtended up on high, be 
zave Gifts unto Men; e Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, 
ſome Paſtors, Teachers, &c. And theſe Gifts were ſo 
peculiar to one Set-of Men, more than the reſt, that an 
Apoſtle ſeems to make it a Thing impoſſible to be poſ- 
ſeſs d of any Thing of this Nature, without he were 
regularly admitted thereto. Ho /hall they 2 (ſays 
he) except they be ſent, and how ſhall they hear without 
a Preacher? And for this Cauſe, that is, that there 
might not be wanting a Set of them thus qualify'd, 
he tells Titus he left bim in Creet, that he might ordain 
Elders in every City. And in another Place expreſly. 
tells us, That the Chriſtian Prieſthood was an Honour 
that no Man took of himſelf, but he that 15 call d of God, 
25 was Aaron. Whatever therefore, may be inferr'd 
by Papiſts, Non-Jnrors, or the Advocates of Lay-Baf- 
tin from a Regular Ordination, and all its confequent 
Parts, I muſt own, I think, it a Principle, as old as the 
Apoſtles, of Divine Inſtitution, and that none but Per- 
ſons ſo qualify d, can Authoriatively Bleſs, Abſolve, &c. 
and this one would not have expected to be deny d by 


any, but one who can make no Pretenſions of this 
kind himſelf. | n 

Nor did the After- ages of the Church, eſteem this 
Original Divine Inſtitution of the Miniſtry at all leſs 
Sacred, and indiſpenſible with Men; notwithſtanding, 
My Lord, they believed Cod to be Juſt, and Equal in all 
his Ways. Ihe Care that was taken by the Church in 
all Ages to keep up a Set of Perſons regularly Ordain'd 
to the Miniſtry, is ſo apparent in all Church Hiſtory, 
that ſuch Inſtances as Athanaſſuss Baptizing a * 

| when 
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when a Boy, Sc. can only argue what mean Shifts the 
| Contenders for Lay-Haptiſin are put to. As it was ever 
1 eſteem d of Divine Inſtitution, ſo it was accordingly 
| treated with Honour and Reſpect, and not given'up to 
| the Paſſions and Follies of any. A regular and outward 
Call to the Miniſtry was in no Age, My Lord, deem'd a 
Nicety ; and though ſuch a Streſs may not perhaps be 
laid on it as to limit the Mercy of God, yet certainly 
where the Uſe of it may be had, to reject ir, is to reject, 
even, a Divine Inſtitution ; and he that ſo deſpiſes the 
regular Prieſthood, deſpiſes Chriſt himſelf, and him that 
ſent him; and though I am very far from admitting this 
Regularity to conſiſt in what the Non-]urors, of late call 
a Regular Succeſſion (which through the Perſonal Frailty 
of Humane Nature muſt plunge us in inextricable Diſh- 
culties, and is not, yok a part of the Original and 
Divine Inſtitution) yet I cannot but think the Regula- 
rity of the Miſhon itſelt, is a Matter of conſiderable 
Conſequence, eſpecially when oppos'd to thoſe who have 
no Pretence of that kind, Good Nature, and a Defire 
that all ſhould be ſaved, may lead us to ſome kind Ex- 
preſſions towards thoſe, who are not ſo happy to be poſ- 
ſeſs d of theſe Privileges ; but all that can poſſibly be faid 
in ſuch a Caſe is, People of this kind muſt be left to the 
uncovenanted Mercy of God, who moſt certainly is tena- 
cious of his own Inſtitutiont, eſpecially when he finds 
them perverſly rejected. To tell us, That Hiſtory leaves 
us at uncertainty, who are thus regularly Ordain'd, is 
ſhocking and unfair: The World has not ſince the firſt 
planting of Chriſtianity been ſo loſt toit ever, as to want 
a ſufficient Number to keep up ſuch an Order of Men; 
and though particular Incidents may give Birth to doubt 
in ſome ; yet it has always been abundantly fyrniſh'd to 
ſupply the Difficulty. To prove a Fact of this Nature 
mult ſure appear needleſs ; 'tis to prove that there has 
been ſuch Diſtindions, as Clerey and Laity, ever ſince 
Chriſtianity, wherever it has been preach'd, with abun- 
dance of ſuch other Particulars, as carry their own Evi- 

dence alony with them. 


Ir the Authority of the Church of Fugland be of 
force, the plainly aſſerts (as has before been obſerv'd) her 
Three Orders of the Miniſtry to have come down to her 


from 


| 
: 
| 
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from the Apoſtles themſetves. Ihe Presbyterians aſſert 
the ſame of their two, tho they have no juſt Pretence to 
either of them; and indeed none but ſuch wild Enthuſi- 
aſts, as reject thoſe Ine Inſtitutions themfelves, in 
which the Miniſtry is chiefly employ d, but what inſiſt 
on ſuch a Thing, as an outward Regular Ordination. 


Mx Anfiver therefore, to eitlier a Papiſt, or Non-Furor, 
would not be by ſlighting, and makin light of ſuch a 
Charge, but by fully inn g that the Friefthood, I joy, 
has the ſame Species of Orders with themſelves. That 
this whole Miniſtry flows from a true Epiſcopate and 
though this Epiſcopate may be charg d by both of them 
with Uſurpation, with regard to ſome particular Dioce- 
ſes in which it is fix d, and that juſtly too; yet, as long 
as it appears that they were regularly admitted into the 
Epiſcopate, every Thing of that Nature is entirely Per- 
ſonal, and fo cannot affect their Adminiſtrations. This, 
My. Lord, is what I were able to ſay, even, on their own 
Principles, confequently I deſtroy: their Charge of irre- 
gular Ordination, even in the very Root of it; and prove 
our Ordination ſo far from being irregular, (I fpeak as 
an Ordination) that it is of the very fame Species with 
their own ; and ſhould every Thing they charge on thoſe 
who Officiate therein, be never ſo much admitted; yer, 
ſtill as by the Doctrine of our Church, and the Nature 
of their Miſſion, they do not AG in their own Name, but 
that of Feſus Chriſt; all their Adminiſtrations are till 

fame, as if they were perſonally' the moſt pure and 
ſpotleſs Men on Earth. 2Þ a | 


Bu T on the contrary, let it be once admitted that the 
Prieſthood of our Publick Aſſemblies, is Null and Void, 
and only Uſurpation, (as in the Caſe of our Diſſenters) 
and we may argue indeed from the Mercy of God, but 
it is very certain we cannot from his Proumſes, our Hopes 
of Salvation. An Apoſtate lian may laugh at the Font, 
as of no Uſe to the Cleanſing of the Soul; bur for my 
Part, I don't love to quarrel with the ſtated means of 
my Salvation, nor by the freedom of my Thoughts, ex- 
pound away the Inſfitotions of Heaven. My Reaſon it 
is true, tells me that God is Juſt, and Equal, and Good; 


Water, 


but my Bible tells me further, That except [be born of | 


's > ie wt „ 
. LK . 


Car). 
the Holy Ghoſt; and except I eqt the; Fleſh 
7055 is 224450 1 Blood, 1 __ neither enter 
znto the King dom of © eaven, nor haue any Life in me. 
215 me (as our — 5 expreſſes it) 17 there 
Ted generauty neceſſary to Saluation, Ba 

Kor 4 Suſie 32 2 — .makes me all -4 
7 — een ood, becauſe L can 
wafer, my dalvati m. the expreſs-Pro- 
25 d, he — the tuoſt labour d Contemplation on 
bis, ature. and. Attributes. Times of Jenorance indeed 
Ke d at ; but to Ano. a Thing to be of Divine In- 
Hitution, and yet flight and neglect it; let who will 
725 ſclence, or Perſunſion, it appears to ine to 

e bee t Ferverſeneſs. Man above Ordinances 
e Fappenr With tolerable Countenance amidſt the Mon- 
n in my Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory; but if 
150 exſon dges not, Our very Senſes one would think, 
, —— nov riſe up againſt ſuch Principles. 


Bur your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay; We haye no 
3 $ 15 125 = the Regularity of our Frieſt- 
e 1 thoſe ho inſiſt on it, „ That we 


otions of God, as to think it Conſiſt- 
e to wrap up the maſt Important of 
; Obſcurity and Uncertainty ; 

exe — ave been frequent Interrupti- 

| — ＋ pf the Chriſtian Clergy; That che 
un Streſs on this Matter, but a great deal 
eight upon things of quite another Nature; 


de That- te our firſt Reformers, - who. ſcorii d to 
a 175 m to the Fate of the Goſpel from ſachs 
A el 175 95 dq not put the Cauſe of the Refor- 

nation an Chorch of Expland, on ſuell; but 


5 AF r own being ſincerely perſiiatied of the Ne- 
* 46% Paring | rom thoſe; who had 25 85 from 
all deſtroy d J theaphole Beg n of his Goſpel; 

«FE and Chriſt could not uk approve of this, 
| . — 2 75 not but approve of choſe of the 


54 | — who did at firſt, and have ſince joyn d in it ; 
That you. cannot 2 either heir, or your own Eternal 
2 1, pon their Regular Ordination, or unbroken 
1 b Seen GOT. the Apoſtles ; becauſe this would be to 


weer 2 Invention. of Men, and not the Dei 


' (32) 
« tion of Chriſt and indeed * upon what you in 5 ko 
very well aſſur d never was. Page 88, 89. A; 


IxDEED, My Lord, when 1 conſider theſe Words as 
ſpoke of the Chriſtian Prieſthood in general, they appear 


to meſo very ſhocking and perplex d, that I durſt not 


truſt my bare Common Senſe in the Conſtruction, How- 
ever, My Lord, the wild and arrogant Monopoly of the 
| whole Pri 


eſthood by Papiſts and Nonjurors to themſelves 


may be juſtly deem'd ; yet, ſure, the Chriftian Prieſthood 


——— 


in general, is not the Invention of Men, but of Divine 


Inſtitution; nor can it be any Scandal or Reproach to 


Chriſtianity itſelf, to aſſert it to be ſo; whether your 


Lordſhip means the Chriſtian Prieſthood in general, or 


only the Novel Notions of it propagated by Papiſts and 


Nonjurors; Vour ſometimes general Way of Expreſſion, 
and at others particular Application to their Caſe, ren- 


ders exceeding hard to determine; and ſuch is the Defe- 


rence I have for your Lordſhip, that I will not pretend 


to gueſs, till I ſee your Lord ip, yet, farther explain 


Epiſcopate, w 


yourſe]f. But that where-ever there is, or has been a 


- Chriſtian Prieſthood, it is, and was of Divine Inſtitution, 


has, as far as J have been able to learn, been inſiſted on 
3 and moſt certainly our firſt Reformers were not 
amed to make ſuch a Claim to the Purity of the Go- 


ſpel. Our firſt Reformers, My Lord, were Men of Senſe 


as well as Goodneſs, and therefore were fully fatisfy'd 
that the Power, of Ordination was common to the whole 
here-ever lodg'd, conſequently, were not 


. Frighted with the Noiſe of their Adverſaries againſt the 
Regularity of their Orders, when they knew they had 


them from the Vnpoſit ion of ſuch Hands, as were ſuffi- 
ciently impower'd by Jeſus Chriſt to confer them. There 
was nothing, My Lord, pretended againſt the Orders of 


our firſt Reformers, but what in thoſe Days was call d 


Hereſy. They once had them, their greateſt Enemies 


muſt confeſs; and if they made uſe of them to the pux- 
ging the Church from thoſe abominable Corruptions 


were then crept into it, they made themſelves appear 
the Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus. The Church of England 
was not reform'd by Lay-Hands, and could as juſtly 


| boaſt of a Regular Epiſcopate and Priefthood, as the Pa- 
piſts themſelves. Nor were any of the Popifh Clergy de- 


priv 
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priv de of their Miſion, but only of ſuch Exerciſes which 
were the Abuſe of it, and deſtructive both of the Purity 
of the Church, and Peace of the State. 


IHESF, My Lord, were the Principles, and theſe the 
Praftices of our firſt Retormers, in which they did not 
pres as our Enemies of Rome love to call it, on the 
reaks of N ut but on the moſt ſolid and irreſiſt- 
able Principles of Reaſon, ' eſtabliſhed by a ſure Word 
ee , and confirm d by the Demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit. They bravely, and honeſtly, indeed, rejected the 
falſe Infallibility of the Church of Nome; but, My Lord, 
they were not wanting of the true Infalhb:lity of the 
Scripture, '' The ſacred. and unerring Oracles of God 
they knew could not deceive them, and ſupported and 
encourag d, by theſe, they waded to the Realms of Eter- 
nal Glory, through the Streams of their honeſt Blood. 


I Ax ſenſible, with Shame and Horror I ſpeak it, tis 
made a ſort of Faſhion of late, to give up the Certainty, 
of our Faith, and Principles of our brave Fore-Fathers 
in a Compliment to the Ignorance, Impudence, an 
Weakneſs of our Modern Enthuſiaſts. yoo Phanaticks ; 
and Infallibility of late ſounds fo ill in our Proteſt ant 
Ears, that it muſt not be bore with, even in the poſitive 
Determinations of Scxipture itſelf, Conſcience, New 
Light, and Reaſon, have reſum d the Chair of Infallibi- 
lity, and the Holy Scripture's, but a dead Letter with 
one, and below the Notice of the Man of Parts with the 
other. . 


Tars, My Lord, ſpeaks not only Latitude, but a- 
bominable Licentiouſneſs in the Age; and while theſe 
People are tickl'd with ſuch ſoft Words as Perſua/ions 
fincere Dictates of Conſciences, &c. and not brought bac 
to the good old Rule of h: Law, and the Teſtimony, we 
ſhall find them encreaſe upon us. There are ſeveral Mo- 
tives of Perſuaſion, My Lord; One is perſuaded he nnuſt 
be Rich; another, Thai a good Poft is a, good Thing, &c. 
and the Experience of the World demonſtrates there is 
no getting ſuch Perſuaſion out of ſome * I am far 
from diſputin? the Injuſtice of judging another, by ſuch a 
Rule as we will not be jug d by our Bikes 5 butIhopel 

${ may 


4; — 3 
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ä 17 500 0 while 325 Ap P out. And all this, is, be l 
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may inſiſt on the Scripture, as a Rule by which all o 
to be judg'd. Our Statutes, our Na Laus, 1 
be trifled with at this rate, I believe ſuch an an Pſtdte ir 
mine, and I am ſincerely 22 may another cry, 7 
owe the. Plantiff nothmy : this won t do, My Lord 
in , 1 will. it heteafrer af the Bay of 
od is Juſt, Equal, Good, and Miſe too, and 
10 n not to be i impos 14 on by os od He out of is in- 
hite Goode! has rev. IF to ce and 
whatever may be faid of . 910 have npt been ſo hap- 
y 6 have read his Will ; thoſe who have, N re ng no- 
5 | to dfer. * Ds this, fays the Bleſſed Jeſus 
| me. No ſays t ker, 4 22 Er ded 
7 475 e ſhall. dy ape: 055 en. 
e ey, hy at ſavoitrs" 0 Wee. 6d 
8. =: Pep he which he will ju dee the World. 
No c Tine EN fack 4: 


4 ft vat y& anders 250 waſion f 5 
an mi waded out 0 wy i- 
d l mis Creed.” * © Bop in f 


4 15 K Sr 3 therefore i in this Caſe. as well as all 


othefs, is to de treated as a Sham and Cheat, and where 


the Gitpet is Jer $ d, we may conclude with an Apoſtle, 
& hid to them: aa ave loft, whom the - Gol 
of this 2 has Pisidell the 1 Mind., Kc. This, A 
Ford, fees to 7 4 ſafer Way of concluding, than by 
ffattering every Villain, who Has 4 Mind to make a Gain 
of his outward Godlineſs, with the Pretence of the Ha- 
nefty of his Intentions, Smcerty of his Perſuaſion, ox a- 
ny 1 other ſuch 10A 1 a a E confounding the Di- 
fiction # 2 


YouR Lordſh ip is is flag to give two Reaſons for 


reſolving 411 Rane, into what you call an honeſt or „in- 
crys Perflieſion': © at our . and every Proteſt- 
c Ant Church in the Woll d; may Age be abſolutely con- 
<< 1 e the e 8 w mA apps pear 5 
1 ent h * t jucꝶ ine others by a 

ale,” iSRE EE e fefils # e ue our 
ee e. Nr By 87 
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Bur, 
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Bur, My Lord, when — EY" 
made the Rite, as the Articles ofroyr — — 
ſert our Religion 88 as your 
tends, into a 


N . 
into what that Pr ＋ cannot be call 15 2 2 
b # Ride, hens ys Fog de d by — ut 
hoffe poſing an ing 
which let 6ught-to be regel d) by all, which fure 
a 0 but be deemed ſtrĩ cy agrevable-to-the-exaMeit aw 
quicy. 


Tas, My Lord, ab penis to me highly neceſſary tobe 
00 4, hat ; the Chyiftian Nelig ius in general might 
not be concluded; uncertain in its dernter Reſort, and 
—— to 25 3 2 of our — 

urch in parlisulas, m e into the anfalli- 
ble Ceriaimty of - the Holy. Seriptures-. themnfelves,: Nor 
will this, F think;- be at alf contended to be the Senſe of 
our beſt Divines, in all their. Pebates with the. Church 
of Nome; and however,- ſhe has- been able to tate Ad 
vantage ot * idle ee our Entheſiafts,- and Ptee · 


Thinkn tieks; here has DN ho fat Hold; 
and neit bo + Pohrþ 6f procende mty, the — 
of Phanatie ſhit, Hor dee pen Infidelery, could 


ever make t hem retreat. 771% Lee, and tothe Teftts 
1mony, Fa Man ſpeak conty ary, be bas "ns Light in him. 


Tur Difference, I humbly coneetve, between us and 
the Church of Rome, is not Nap ur - * 1 
as Infallibility, but where it is lodg d? ey ſay, in the 

215 We” the Holy Ser 425 which all intelli gent. 
Proteſtants have ever afferted to be ſo in alt, is ue 
natig But, this 1 have formerly largely * infifted- on; 
and Mall not rherefore trouble your The i with the 
Repetition. 


Taus far, y Lord, I ñave humbly 8˙d wy 
De 01 N you have been pleas d r of the 
Chriſtian Priefthood. in general, and lightly touch — 
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Points, occaſionally mention d by your Lordſhip: 1 


roceed now to wait on your Lordſhip, in what you have 
Fen pleas'd to offer, with Regard to ſuch Exerciſes of 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood, as are more particularly men- 
tion d by your Lordſhip, as follows: TH. 


© AUTHORITATIVE Benediction is another of the 
* Terms of Art, much uſed by our Proteſtant Adverſa- 
< ries, and others, who follow them too cloſely; in 
E which they claim a Right to the Clergy, in one cer- 
ce tain regular Succeſſion, of Bleſſing the People. If they 
© mean no more by this, than that being appointed, in 
et an orderly manner, to officiate in the . is 
ce part of their Office to declare, out of God's Word, 
c upon what Terms he will give his Bleſlings to Chriſti- 
« ans ; or to expreſs their own hearty Wiſhes and Pray- 
«ers, for the People's obtaining that Bleſſing, this 6» 9 


© be underſtood :- But to claim a Right to ſtand in God's 
. © Stead, in ſuch Senſe, that they, with all their Infirmi- 


ce ties prejudices, and Miſtakes, about them, can abſo- 
ce jutely 3 25 ſome, or with-hold a Bleſſing 
«from others; and that God Almighty hath obliged him- 
© ſelf to Bleſs, or not to Bleſs, with their Voice alone: 


& This is the higheſt Abſurdity, as it's putting a Power, 


ce which nothing but Infallibility can ſupport, into the 
Hands of Men, remaining Weak and Fallible ; and, 
c as I think, the higheſt Blaſphemy, . as it ſuppoſes Al- 
« mighty God to place a Set of Men above himſelf; and 


to put out of his own Hands, the Diſpoſal of his own 


“ Bleſlings and Curſes. 


© Tax ſame you will find a ſufficient Reply to their 
ec preſumptuous Claim, to an authoritative Abſolution. 
«, An infallible Abſolution cannot belong to fallible Man: 
But no Abſolution can be authoritative, which is not 
« certainly to be det upon: nor certainly to be 
« depended upon, which is not infallible : Therefore no 
de authoritative Abſolution, properly ſo call'd, can be- 
long to any Men living, c. Fage gl, 92. | 


I Wo! D, My Lord, be the laff that ſhould quarrel 

about Words ; but to find that Authority inveſted in the 

Cy iſtian Prieftiood by Divine Inſtitution, of Bleſſng, 
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and Abſolving the People, mention d by your Lordſhip, 
with ſuch an Air of Contempt and Diſdain and preſent- 
ed to the World in no better Epithets, than if it were 
only a Juggle, and Legerdemain, gives = 1 confeſs, a- 


bundance of Concern. Authoritative Benadict ion, a Term 
of Art! Sure, My Lord, tis more, tis the Doctrine of 
our Church, tis the Doctrine of the Scriptures, When 
your Lordſhip is pleaſed to explain your ſelf againſt this 
authoritative Bleſſing, you ſeem to me to allow all that is 
contended for by the Non-Jurors, or any Body elſe, that 
know what they mean themſelves: If, for the Words 
548 . in an orderly Manner, you mean — by 

vine Inſtitution (T am jealous, My Lord, leſt you ſhould 
mean only appointed by the State) I fay, if your Lord- 
ſhip here agrees, the Chriftian Prieſthood is appointed by 
God, immediately for that Purpoſe ; and that God Al- 
mighty (as our Church expreſſes it) has given Power, and 
Commandment, to his Miniſters to declare, and pronounce 
to his People, being Pehitent, Abſolution, Renuſſion, Be- 
nediction, or the hke ; it is all as ever I heard any intel. 
ligent Perſon contend for: And as for what you after- 
wards encounter, of claiming a Right by Virtue of this 
Power, ſo given by Divine Inſtitution, 1 to Bleſs, 
Abſdive or the like; this I own is a Notion fo abſurd 
and blaſphemous, that it ſeems to me, not only out of 
the Power of Man, but (with Reverence I ſpeak it) God 


Himſelf : For, My Lord, God Almighty himſelf is bound 


by his own eternal Veractty and Fuftice, neither to Bleſs 
nor Forgive an impenitent Sinner, having ſworn in his 
Wrath, that ſuch ſhall never enter into his Reft, and as 
fully aſſur d us, the S that thus /ins, ſhall die ; becauſe 
he 1s of | ok Eyes than to behold 1 and ir 5 in 
all bis Ways, and Righteous im all his Doings : A Pre- 
tence therefore to an abſolute Power of Bleſſing, or For- 
giving, is what can be pretended by none ; the immedi- 
ate Bleſſing of God himſelf, being conditional. In this 
Charge therefore I can't but perſuade my ſelf, you mi- 
ſtake your Proteſtant Adverſaries; having never found 
any ſo mad, and ſenſeleſs, as to imagine any ſuch Power 
— the Prieſthood, no not of the Roman Catholicks theni- 
n 1 Nen * 
Yor Rs Lordſhip, in the next Paragraph, varies your 


Term, from Abſolute to Þifallible-; and as if you ſpoke 


your 


($) 
r Senſe. in lit you charg d before, ſay, An in 

go le Auſolutiom cannot * uo Fal Man; and . 5 
ere the Word 4 ane 2 925 in the Paxa- 
——— ek to be Ra ps þ $ ncention, Syno- 
Haus, your Loxdfhip' $ bly conceive to 
ÞHethis, Fox: as the Price FE neg by . 
— eakneſs, Paſſion, dived Oc. Their)BI 


c. cannot be fai id t be * 
b 3 eme 


A this, My Lord, $608 very read 
avere the Myſſion, or Diving . We = 
Ads * 92 
wery range, ould d . 4 2 in thi 
Cale, * * 21 0 le of — andere 
if; ak od 75 ip maſt needs remember, t 
che Cafe even wacked and immortal — hat 
| Lag not in their own Na 22 25 
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they att : So that, tho it i 
with others, it does not therefo follow, their © 
perfections. 


e are Men of the ſame 
ſice ould be tainted with * 1 m 
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firſt Propoſition : For if your Lordſhip means an infalli- 
ble Abſolution cannot come from, or be pronounc'd by 
Man; I deny it flatly : Becauſe, if God vouchſafes to 
give ſuch a Power to Man; fo far as that Power extends, 
it muſt be Infallible: And when God Almighty expreſly 
orders a Miniſter to ſay, Thy Sms are forgiven, I am as 
infallibly ſure they are jo, as if I heard a Voice my ſelf 
rom Heaven: 


_ AND. this, My Lord; is the Caſe in diſpute, God Als, 
mighty has given ſuch a Power to the Chriſtian Prieſts 
hood ; and has promis'd to ratify what is done by them 
of this Kind, by Virtue of their Miſſion; and tho' they 
have themſelves, a thouſand perſonal Failings; yet, on 
our performing the Conditions of the Goſpel, your Lord- 
ſhip has mention'd, we may as certainly depend on the 
Truth, and Authority of what is ſo pronounc'd by them, 
as if we heard it from the Mouth of God himſelf. 


Your Lordſhip, I own, uſes the Words; an all- 


ble Abſolution cannot belong to falliblèe Man; but as, if 


you mean any thing, this muſt mean not to be infallibly 
ee by a Man, I think I ſhould trifle with your 


Lordſhip by a Criticiſm of that Nature; The Abſoluti- 


on, no doubt, belongs to God; tho by Virtue of his 
Command pronounc'd by Man: And in this Senſe only 
can it be either Infallible or Authoritative. All, therefore 
contended for, is this, That a Regular and Chriſtian 
Prieſthood is in power d, and commiſſion d by God, Au- 
thoritatively to Bleſs, and Abſolve us of our Sin, when 
we have made good thoſe Conditions which make it con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature and Attributes of God, that we 
ſhould be ſo Bleſs' d, even by he himſelf in Perſon. And 
this, upon due Conſideration, will appear, I humbly con- 
ceive, conſiſtent both with ſound Reaſon, and poſitive 
Scripture, | 


Ix will not ſure be thought unreaſonable, that God 
ſhould lodge ſuch a Power with his Creatures, ſince ſuch 
is the infinite Glory and Majeſty of his Nature, that it is 
not proper for him perſonally to converſe with them'him- 


ſelf: And, as their honeſt Humility, will lead them to 


doubt of his Will in this Particular, it cannot ſure be 
| eſtee m, 
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efteem'd diſagreeable to his Goodneſs, to give us the ut- 
moſt authentick Satisfaction in a Point of this vaſt Im- 
portanee. Such a Notion therefore, of his deputing ſome 
of his Creatures, authoritatively ro pronounce, or de- 
glare his Will, cannot be thought irrational, or in the 
OO; with our natural and juſt Ideas of the 
gotneſs, and condefcention of the Deity. To fay it is 
abſurd, or blaſphemous, to ſuppoſe that God fhould fo 
do, is to charge thoſe ſtated Methods he has taken for us 
+ Know his Wii, with being ſoz which ſurely muſt be 
the very Nature aid Eſſence of that Charge, Tnch raſhly 
urge againſt it, God Almighty certainly, as well as the 
Monarchs of this World, may chuſe who he will to AR 
in his Name: And if hie has thought fir to appoint one 
Ser ok Men, more peculiarl. ; foto act, it cannot with 
any Reaſon, be ſaid to be either abſurd, or blaſphemous 
to aſſert it. Such Perſons, My Lord, ſo impower d by 
God himfelf, may act as *twere in his ſtead; and when 
they do fo, tis not in the leaſt a Robbing God of his Pre- 
fTogarive, of any thing like it; but only acting by Virtue 
of ſack Tower, as he is pleas'd to delegate to them: And 
When on Examination, the Scripture itfelt poſitively de- 
41 this he has done in zact, it commences not 
only Ratienal, but what we ought indifpenſibly to be- 
Heve ; Which we are next to conſider.. 8 
Ar 1 Power, fiys our Bleſſed Lord, 7s grven to me both 

in Heaven and Earth; d5the Fader Bath Took me, fb ſend 
1 you. Theſe, and ſuch like, are frequently Ex- 
Preffions of the Goſpel ;| and tho it might be neceſſary to 
Expatiate in the Proof to others, to you, My Lord, T muſt 
He per uaded tis needle. The Particulars of this Pow- 
er would be too tedious here to enumerate ; but as thoſe 
of Benediftion, and Abſdlution, are what we are imme- 
diately concern d in, ſome Enquiry of that Nature can- 
not be unuſeful. In theſe therefore tis expreſſy declar d 
From the Mouth of the Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf. That what- 
Peper his Miniſters pon bird bn Earth, it was bound in 
Feen; and, whatſoever they /bould Tooſe on Farth, it 
was Wel in Haven. Matt. Xviii. 18. *Tis not in the 
Yeaſt, My Lord, inferr d from hence, that any thing that 
| Perſons never ſo regularly enter'd into the Chriſtian Mi- 
\hiftry, hall do, (our of the Limits of their Commiſſion, 
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(4) 
or contrary to the Terms of the Goſpel) is fo ; but what» 
ſoever they ſhall do of this Nature, by Virtue of theit 
Office, as Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, is confirm d in Hea- 
ven; ſo that it is not the Abuſe, but proper Uſe of the 
Sacerdotal Fower, 1s here contended for. In the regular 
Exerciſes of this, no doubt their Actions are binding 
and infallible, however it may grate with our Modert 
Prateftants Ears. An elaborate Proof of this, would 
ſoon ſwell theſe Papers beyond their 3 Deſign and 
your Lordſhip having offer.d ſomerhing particularly to 
the Text referr'd too, makes it our next Buſineſs more 


immediately to attend to that. Your Lordſhip is pleas'd 
to fay, 


© Tx they amuſe you with that Power, which our Sa- 

te viour lodg'd with hisApoſtles, whoſoever Sins yau remit, 
« they are remitted to them; and 2 Sin you retain 

ou may anſwer ſe- 
©« curely, that it is impoſlible for you to depend upon 
* this Right in them as any thing certain, till they prove 
© to you, that every Thing ſpoken to the Apoſtles, be- 
< longs to Minifters in all Ages of the Church, This is 
« impoſſible for them to prove: And therefore it is im- 
« poſſible to draw a certain Concluſion from it. Page 93. 


Bur why Amuſe, My Lord? The Non- Jurors are not 
the only Perſons thar urge this Text for the Power of the 
Keys. This way of Expreſſion, I confeſs, of late is very 
common, and ſuits very well with our Modern Notions 
of Proteſtantiſm ; but I ſhould therefore have thought 


* your Lordſhip above it, and J muſt own, I had much ra- 
ther ſee ſuch Levities come from the Genius of a Mugg- 
> Houſe, or the Pen of a News- Writer, than fuch as your 
2 Lordſhip'ss The Power, My Lord, of Bleſſing, and ab- 
® ſolving being lode'd in the Prieſthood, was never thought 
2 a Term of Art till ſuch refin'd Gentlemen, as the Author 
of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, -enlighren'd the 
World; and the Text before us has ever been deem'd fo 
2 plenary a Proof of ſuch a Power, that it is urg'd by Di- 
vines of all ſorts for that purpoſe. We need not Ran- 
ſack the Shelves of the Vatican for Authorities in this 
Point, for Commentators of all ſorts are too full to be 


evaded. Not that it is inſiſted that every thing that was pro- 


mis d 


(42) 


mis d to the Apoſtles reaches all their Succeſſors in the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry; it is very readily confeſs d ſome Parts 
of their Power were entirely miraculous and extraordi- 
nary, conferr d on them, the better to fit them for the 
particular Exigences of the Church ; but the Power of 
Nemitting, and Retaining, is not ſo eſteem'd, as I ſee by 
any of the Commentators. This is by them all mention d 

as that ordinary, and ſtated Power, which was promis d 
to the Church, till the End of the Morld; and therefore 

though it cannot in the leaſt be pretended that every thing 
ſpoken to the Apoſtles, belongs to Miniſters in all Ages; 
yet the Power here contended is allow d ſo to be by all; 
conſequently the Concluſion of ſuch a Power, as tlie Text 
mentions, belonging to all of the Regular Prieſthood 
is very certain, as certain that all the Promiſes of God, 
are Jea, and Amen. e 5 Lo 5 


Doocrox Hammond Comments thus on the Text; 
«© Which ye therefore to whom I now ſpeak, the de- 
ce ſign d Rulers of the Church, and your Succeſſors the 
% Biſhops, are in this Caſe to proceed, to uſe the Keys 
ce given to you as the Stewards of the uſe, for reject- 
< ing ot ſuch, and I aſſure you, whomſoever you ſhall 
ce thus caſt out of the Church, A. | | 


BisHoP Hall thus, © Whoſoever Sins you do remit, 
« whether by way of publick Doctrine, or particular 
« Application of your Apoſtolick Sentence, they are re- 
ce mitted to them in Heaven; and whoſe Sins ſoever ye 
ce retain, whether by general Doctrine, or by ſpecial 
% Cenſure, they are retain'd by God, and ſhall be fear 
ce fully imputed to the Offenders. Theſe Ads of yours 
ce both ways (as alſo of your true and lawful Succeſſors) 
ce ſhall be accordingly ratified in Heaven, | 


Doc ron Whitby is fo far from contending with your 

Lordfſhip,this Power to be peculiar to the Apoſtles, that in 
his Annotations he contends againſt the Papiſis, that the 
Power of thus binding and looſino, might be applied to 
every private Chriſtian in he Caſe of forgiving Offences; Þ 
however, he fully grants it in the Frieſthood in all Aces“ 
of the Church, and backs it with the Authority of rhe 
Fathers, at the ſame time he was difputing * 

. 2 She alſe 


(43) 
falſe Inferences. made by the Church of Rome from this 
Text, to ſupport their pretended Infallibility. Work 


WHAT is faid of this Nature by Grotzus, Pool, and 
the other Latin Commentators, I leave the Men of Lei- 
| fare ro Examine. All the World muſt allow what is here 
offer d is ſufficient to ballance againſt a bare poſitive 
Aſſertion; and that therefore when the ſtated and regu- 
lar Power of the Prieſthood is urg'd from the particular 
force of the Text, it ought not to be treated as a bare 
Amuſement, but attended to with that becoming Awe 
and Reverence, the Importance of the Point requires. 


Your Lordſhip proceeds, © As for the Nature of the 
* thing, it is — more probable that theſe Words re- 
ferr d to ſomething Extraordinary and Supernatural 
in the Apoſtles, for the Propagation of the Goſpel, 
at firſt, than to any thing, in the ordinary ſettled 
Condition of the Church. And though it be ſuppos'd 
de that we cannot fix the true plain meaning of this Ter, 
« yet, (which is the next beſt Thing, and of equal Im- 
*'portance, with reſpect to the preſent Controverſy) 
* we can certainly fix what is not the meaning of ar. 
* For whatſoever Contradidts the natural Notions of 
God, and the Deſign, and Tenour of the Goſpel, can- 
te not be the true Meaning of any Paſſage in that Go- 
* ſpel. But to make the Abſolutions of weak, fallible 
Men, ſo neceſſiry, or fo valid, that God will not par- 
* don without them, and thar all are pardoned who 
© have them pronounc'd over them, is to contradi& 
* thoſe Notions as well as the plain Tenour of the Go- 
<< ſpe], which expreſly declareth Men to be in God's 
*© Favour upon their forſaking their Sins, and as expreſ- 
ly continues to Almighty God the diſpoſal of his own 
“Favours, upon his own Terms, which was always his 
© Prerovative. Therefore, it cannot be the true We 
** of this Paſſage now before us, to give any * [ſuch] 


cc 
ce 
cc 


Power to Men. 
1 Y | H 0 W 


* The Word | /uch] here being inadvertently omitted, is 
mightily remark'd on by a Gentleman who has ingag'd in his 
Lordſhip's Defence, but of hat Conſequence it is, the Reader 
will eakly junge. ; 


— CP; eres 1 5 1 
, 


7 f 4 LA 
» 
. 


* 2 * a 4 l . G U 
v — 1 I Y * p . * — * * 
. N * 2 þ 4 7 5 
hk « 44 +a + * 
: 5 


4 


How extraordinary, and ſupernatural, fuch a Power 
is, the Nature of the Thing, and the Senſe of Commen- 
tators will beſt determine; and your Lordſhip having of- 
fer d nothing of the latter, our next buſineſs is to con- 
ſider the former. The uncertainty, My Lord, you ſeem 
to be in, to fix the Meaning of the Text, can be ad- 
vanc d, I think, into no Anon Our natural No- 
tions of a God do not in the leaſt contradict what he 
bas reveal'd of his Will, and the Tenour of the Goſpel 
clearly informs us, he has Iodg'd ſuch a Power in the 
Hands of Men. Men weak and fallible, as your Lord» 
ſhip calls them. He has not, indeed, given them this 
Power, without our performing thoſe Conditions your 
Lordſhip mentions, neither will he grant his Favours or 
Abſolutions himſelf, (without ſuch Subſtitutes) except 
thoſe Conditions are made good. No body diſputes 
either this, or that God Almighty has not the diſpoſal of 
his own Favours; but the Queſtion is, Whether in Fact 
he does not beſtow his Favours on our performing ſuch 
Conditions, and impower his Miniſters fully, and au- 
thoritatively to aſſure us of this? Our Church, I am 
fure, is undeniably plain in this Particular, telling us 
expreſly, he has given us ſuch wer, and Commandment 
to bis Mini ſters; and therefore if her Authority be of 
force, your Lordſhip's Concluſion muſt be falſe : and it 
is evident, God Almighty has given ſuch Power to Men. 


Bur further your Lordſhip ſays. © If we look back 
tc upon our Saviour himſelf, we ſhall find, that when 
ce he declares in the Goſpel, that the Son of Man had 
% Power upon Farth to forgive Sins, even he himſelf, ei- 
« ther meant by it the Power of a miraculous releaſing 
ce the Man from his Affliction (which was look d upon 
te the Puniſhment of Sin) or, if it related to another 
& and more ſpiritual Senſe of the Words, the Power of 
c declaring only that the Man's Sins were forgiven by 
ce God. By his ſupernatural Knowledge (not by that 
« which belong'd to him as a mere Man) he knew that 
e God was going to ſhew Mercy to the Man, But his 
« way of Expreſſion was, Thy Sins are fergio:n thee. 
& Thais was plainly to acknowledge and keep up that true 
& Notion that Cod alone forgaveth Sins. And our Ta, 

| viour 


| (45) 
ve viour knowing the Caſe of the Man there ſpoken to; 
ce aſfured him of God's forgiveneſs. His Sins were for- 
« pxmen by God. And the Son of Man's Power to forgive 
& Jims on Earth was plainly to declare this to him, of 
de whom he certainly, and infallibly knew it to be true. 
de And fo to any other. This aroſe, you ſee, wholly 
© from his infallible Knowledge of the Will of God, 
© with reſpect to that particular Perſon, and could have 
had no Place in our Lord himſelf, had he been a mere 
ve Man, without an infallible Knowledge in himſelf, or 


* his Will and Favour to this Man, or to other Men. 
” Pag, 96. | 


IT x our Bleffed Lord was inveſted in his humane 
Nature with a Power to forgive Sms, or as your Lord- 
ſhip expreſſes it, declare them forgiven, is abundantly 
plain from innumerable Texts; but that this Power was 
only owing to his Supernatural Knowledge, is not any 
where declar'd. That he had it by Virtue of his Com- 
miſſion, or Meſſiahſhip, is indeed often, and very fully 
expres d; Al Power, he expreſly ſays, was given him 
both in Heaven and Farth, and fo given him that he 
could communicate it to others; As the Father ſent me, 
fend I you, And the Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord gives 
or this fallneſ of Power, is becanſe his Father loved 
him, he had given all Power into his Hands. So that the 
Power of our Bleſſed Lord is no where laid at all, on 
his particular and perſonal Perfections, but as it pleas'd 
the Father, that in him ſhould all Fullneſs dwell and there - 
fore gave him full Authority to forgive Sins on Earth. A 
Power of this Nature was what he always inſiſted on, 
and therefore when he was cavill'd at by the Jews, for 
ſayang to a ſick Man, thy Sins are forgiven Thee x his 
Anſwer was (in the Cale of the Paralitick) That you 
may ſee the Son of Man hath Power on Earth to forgive 
Sms, Ariſe, take.up thy Bed and walk; where the Mi- 
racle perform'd is only made the Evidence, or Proof, of 
his having ſuch a Commiſſion from his Father. 


Nor but that I am free to own the abſoluteneſs öf 


our Lord's Manner of Expreſſion, in his particular Ap- 


plications, might be owing to the Fulineſs of the ow 
ea 


Communication of Knowledge from God, concerning 
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drets Springs and Diſpoſitions of the Heart; but this is 
certain, as he was @ mere Man ſuch Power of authorita- 
tively forgiving Sins, on the Conditions of Faith and 
Repentance, might be lodg'd in him, by Virtue only of 
a Divine Commiſſion ; . and though we ſhould ſuppoſe 
him never ſo weak and fallible, yet, as far as he acts by 
Virtue of that Commuſſion, what he does muſt be Au- 
thoritative, Valid, and infal'ible. | 


Von Lordſhip mentioning fo often, that it is God 
alone that fongiveth Sins, ſcems to me to ſuppoſe it aſ- 
ſerted by us, that the Prieſt forgiveth the Sin himſelt, 
excluſive of God ; whereas, My Lord, I never heard a- 
ny contend for more than this, That-God - Almighty 
would moſt certainly Pardon, ſuch as were orally pro- 
nounc d abſolv'd, by a Regular Prieſt, by Virtue of his 
Miſhon. It is, My Lord, a Doctrine not fo very New, 
to be branded as abſur'd, and blaſphemous, and every 
thing elſe that your Lord ips Wit, and fertile Imagi- 
nation can load it with: Had not the Miniſters of God 
ever ſuch a Power, in all Ages of the Jewiſh and Chriſti- 
an Church? Did not Jonas by Virtue of ſuch a Com- 
miſſion pronounce poſitively, chat in forty Days Nine- 
web ſhould be deſtroy'd, and though their after Repen- 


tence prevented the impending Judgment, was the defect 


of his Sentence owing to the Weakneſs and Infirmity of 
the Man ? How were the Denünciations, or Abſolutions, 
of any of the Prophets valid, but only as they were 
commiſſioned by God fo to ſpeak and act? And this is 
all I am perſuaded is meant by any that uſe thoſe Terms 
of Art, as your Lordſhip calls them, of Authoritative, 
Benediction, Abſolution, Sc. That God Almighty ra- 
tifies and confirms, what they do of this kind on Earth, 
in Heaven, and has more immediately appointed them 
for that purpoſe than other Men. 


Bur your Lordſhip will have it neceffary, that the 


Man that does this muſt be infallible, To talk of ſuch 


a Fower without Infallibility, 1s Nonſenſe, and to pretend 


- toſuch Infallibility, 25 Nr . This is the Dilem- 
ma your Lordſhip ropoſes, an 


therefore concerning 


this Power allowed by your ſelf to be in the Apoſtles, 


head that dwelt bodily in bin, by which he knew the fe: 


though 


' thou hh not their Succeſſors in the Chriſtian Miniſtry you 
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© That God's Will and good Pleaſure about ſuch parti- 


% and that they declar'd his Will about thoſe particular | 
c 


© hinder'd them from being abſolv d by God; no, that 1 


* terminations : But that upon any fuch Occaſion, they, 
declar d a Matter of Fad, infallibly made known to 
them by God ; either that he was ready to beſtow his 
Mercy upon ſuch particular Perſons, or that he was. 
Angry with them. This can only be the meaning of | 
the Faſſage, ſuppoſing it to relate to Abſolution. It [ 
muſt ariſe from extraordinary Communications of f 
Knowledge from God; and. conſequently cannot relate 1 
in the ſame Senſe, to any Set of Men in the Ordina- 4 
©« ry State of the Church, void of ſuch Communrecati- 
e ons of infallible Knowledge, as could be even in. the 

Apoſtles, the only Foundation of any ſuppoſed autho- 
ritative Abſolution”, © Page 95, 96. | 


Bur why, My Lord, all this Harangue about Infal- 1 
libility? Was not Ehas himſelf a Man ſiebject to liłe | 
Paſſions as we are ? And who was there among all the 44 
Apoſtles, not ſubje& to humane Frailty ?. Vet theſe, by 9 
your Lordſhi ps own Suff rage, were impower d authori- '% 
tatively to Bleſs, . and Abſ,lve. Let this (as your Lord- 1 
ſhip contends 2 5 never ſo peculiar to them ſtill it proves, 2 
that ſuch a Power, may, if God Almighty leaſes, be 1 
given to fallible Men; and when it is ſu . that th 

are commiſſion'd by him thus to do, all their WH 4 
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IT ner the Ben igion or eee y,Prieft, 
takes its Vali — lly Tang e Terms of the Goſpel! 
I never fo; mad, as to;deny. ,YourLoxdſhip 

indeed ſeem to Toeak ſuch People; but w JE And who 

they are, I never yet could thor, A Prieſt ving Divine 
Authority to act within his Commuſſion, has none at all 
vyhenobe exceeds it; e if, N. of bern id 
pretend; to bleſs, or abſolve on others .Texms, than wha 
— Goſpel exhibits, 12 not only 1 a Author 2 
but wigkedly ; and don t uſe, but abuſe, his O 
then it ſeenis very * to me e your 10 = 
ſhould. anfiſt, Far, in order to: ution's being tru- 
-ly-anthocitatiye, it muſt be z . withqut any 
Conditions: * M Lord, cannot, Authority as well. be 
determin d hy Cog itions, as without them? Is not a 
Pardon granted by a Prince, as authoritative ; authori- 
tative, I ſay, not abſolute, when it is granted on Con- 
ditions: 21 when there are none; re, fn E 
granted, no Pardon of a Sinner could, he allqw 
ritative : Not by the Miniſters of 1 Goſpel, vera 
ſuch a Pardon is ngt in their Commiſſion : Not by the 


:Apoſiles ; :-- becauſe they were bound. to. deliver the Ob- 
ſtinate, and Incorrigible, ver to Satan: No l, not by 
V4 himſelf; 3 becauſe. he is bound y his: Veracity and 


uſtice, 


(50) 


Juſtice, to puniſh ſuch an Offender. Let theretore, the 
Abſolution pronounc'd by a Prieſt, be never ſo conditio- 


nal, ſill tis authoritative as on ſuch Terms tis ratify d 


by Heaven; and that what the regular Prieſthood, thus 
limited, does pronounce, is fo ; Scripture, 'Reaſon, and 


all Commentators confirm. Their authoritative Bene- 


diction, and Remiſſion, are not barely Terms of Art, and 
more Amuſements, but real; and Divinely inſtit᷑uted 


Parts of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and to the End of the 
World. N ine End ot 


AND this, after this long Conteſt, . your Lordſhi 


" ſeems to me, at laſt to grant. © All (ſays your Lord- 
- © ſhip) that it (that is the Text of Remitting and Re- 
_ © taining) can poſſibly convey to any, who ſucceed the 
- © Apoſtles in their Spiritual Office, ſuppoſing it to re- 
- © late to this Subject 


is a Right to do their Duty; 
ce to declare Perſons abſolv d from their Sins by God, 
« fo far, and no farther than as they come up to 


1 thoſe Conditions, upon which our Lord himſelf fixcd 
e their Acquittance, or Juſtification, This js all a fal- 
„ lible Man, in the higheſt Office in the World, is 
capable of. ; e | | ; 


[ 


"AND" tis, My Lord, all that is contended for by any 
I know, and is as much as an infallible Man could do, 


could we ſuppoſe ſuch 'a Thing: For if they have a 
- Right, they have an Authority to do this; without 
Right, 8 prove at laſt to mean two 
Things: And if this 

Divine Right, Authority which you pleaſe to do ſo; 
conſequently authoritative Benediction, and Abſolution, 


ight be Divine, then they have a 


prove at laſt, by your Lordſhip's own Conceſſions, not 


o be ſuch extravagant Notions, as your Lordſhip has 
© repreſented them. 


Bor it fares with this Doctrine, as it did with ſome 


of the Martyrs of our lyly Religion, whoſe Innocence 
and Inoffenſiveneſs, took off the Fierceneſs of the very 
Brutes; therefore were they dreſs'd in the Skins of wild 
Heaſts, the more effectually to tempt the Hounds to 
Worry them. The native Beauty, and Innocence of 


Truth is ſuch, that were it not miſrepreſented, if it 
wa | | were 


1 DU YE 


were not embrac'd 1 wi | 
ward Reſpect. The Rage of its Enemies find it difficult 


pel a 


ougghtt all of us) not to be afraid of the 
Men, or the vain Words of regular and uninterrupt- 
ed Succeſſions ; Authoritative Benediction 
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„ yet it would be treated with 


openly to hunt it down; therefore it muſt be diſguis'd 
with ſome of the Deformities of Falſhood, that it may 


appear frightfu], and monſtrous to the Beholder. 


-PxRmiT me, My Lord, once more to tranſcribe your 


Lordſhip, and I have done! After therefore, your Lord- 


ip has concluded God tc be Juſt, and Good; the Goſ- 
plain Declaration of his Wall ; that he cannot put 
into the Hands of weak, fallible Men, Privileges, and 


Powers of authoritative Benediction, c, That theſe 
ate things he keeps in his own Hands, and do not depend 
on Regularities, Niceties, impoſſible, or improbable, 


6. Your Lordſhip adds, “ This will lead ft (as it 


errors ot 


Excommu- 
c“ nications, or Abſolutions, Nullity, or Validity of 


God's Ordinances to the People, upon the Account of 
Niceties, and Trifles, or any other the like Dreams of 
© thoſe who have ſeperated themſelves thoſe who 

follow them in theſe Doctrines. And a little after, 1 

am ſure that it is upright, and honeſt to ſpeak this 
cc plainly. And again, The Fapiſts may excommunicate 

c tho Proteſtant Non-jurors. The Non-jufors may ex- 


© communicate the High-Church-Men, 4s well as all o- 
« ther Britz/þ Proteſtants, who Pray for King GEORGE. 


e Theſe again may excommunicate, unchurch, unchriſti- 
e an, thoſe, whoſe Church-Government, or 8 
2 


« differ from their own. And theſe again may exerci 

« the ſame Spiritual Diſcipline (the fame, My Lord, ve- 
« ry kind indeed,) wherever their Terrors can extend 
« themſelves. They may thus ſcatter Damnation about; 
« playinz, one would think like the Man in the Pro- 
« verbs, with Fire-brands and Death; and ſaying, Are 
« wenot in Sport? And they may every one flatter them- 
« ſelves, that this Power of the Keys, ſhuts nut from 
« the Catholick Church here, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
<« ven hereafter : But it is in Truth, only from themſelves, 
ce that they can excommunicate. And this is very often 
« their own Crime, and their own Loſs”, Fage 98. 100. 


INDEED, 
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_ InDEED, My Lord, this is making Diſpatch, and 
telling us at l ede Power, 1 
Theolegical Bugbear. For ſince the Pretences of the 
moſt ſacrilegious Uſurpers, that ever Ain the 
Chriſtian Church (I mean thoſe of our Diſſenters) is 
blended with the n 3 of the Church of 
gland, it's evident, your Lordſhip's Argument is no 
tro to de conſiderid againſt the FUE the Uſe 
of uch a Power in the r Really, Ah Lord, you 
may mention the Mirth of the Fool in the Proverbs ; 
but whether this Latitude (for fo;:l muſt call it) doth not 
give Bneouragement to licentious Tongues, and, Pens, to 


make a Jeſt of all Religion, will, I hope, be ſeriouſiy 


conſider d before too late. Far be it from me, to contend 


for the many idle Abuſes of the Power of the Keys, in 
.1the-Churehrof Nome; But hen the Sentence of Excom- 


munication, is pronounc d hy- a regular Prieſthood, by 
VMVirtue of heir M TRIS - 


iſſion ; I muſt declare it my Opinion, 
That next to eternal Damnation, nothing can be more 


-dreadfu], without, Repentance, and being reconciled to 
the Church. To, dHhiſe, and laugh at ſuch. a Sentence 
is direiy to dſpiſe, and banter Cbriſt hinſel; an 

tone, that thus contemn d the Authority of the Church, 


was not only to be treated as a Heathen, and a Publican, 


but was actually deliver d over, by an Apoſtle to Satan, 
that. be mig bt learn not to blaſphome. | 


Tux Senſe of the ancient Fathers, in this Particula 1 


is recent in all Church-Hiſtory; it cannot here be unuſe- 
ful, to / lay before the Reader, ſome of the Accounts of 


the Learned Cave, on the Sentence of Excommunicati- 


cc THIS Way of Puniſhing (ſays he) by Excommu- 


5 nication, was not Originally Inſtirated by our Lord, 


ce or his Apoſtles; but had been anciently practis' d, both 
cc. among Jews, and Gentiles. 'Twas commonly by the 


©: Druades,. (as Caſur, wha liv'd.among them, inform 


ce us) -Nmho, When any of the People became irregular, 
«..or-diſorderly . preſently ſuſpended them from their Sa- 


e orifices. And the Perſons, who were thus ſuſpendgd, 


cc ere zc ounted in the Number of the moſt 755 3 
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1 

ce and exoyabl; Perſons. All Men ſtood off from them, 
Humm d their Company and Converſe, as an Infection 
ce and 4 Plague. They had no Benefit of Law, or F- 
< our, of Refpe# fhewn unto them; and, of all the 
ce Puniſhments, this they accounted moſt extreme and ſp» 
© gere. So far, he giving an Account of this Diſcipline 
< amongſt the ancient Gault. In the Few/s Church, 
ce nothing Was more familiar; their three famous De- 
e grees of Ercommmnication, Niddui, Cherem, Sham- ; 
% mathe, are ſo commonly known, that it were imper- | 
ce tihient to inſiſt on them. From the Uſageof the c- 
. i/h, it was, amongſt other Rites, adopted into the 
cc Suter Church 1 by the Aso tes, and the 
ce Churches founded them, (whereof we have Inſtan- 

© ces in the New Teftanent) but brought to greater | 

« Perfeftin in ſucceeding Times, Iwas variouſly ex- 

« preſs d by their ancient Writers, tho much to the 

{ fame Purpoſe. Such Perſons are faid Abfimeri, to be 

« kept back, a Word much us d by Cyprian, and the 

ce Fynod of Ntiberis, «preile dar, to be ſeparated, or to be 

*r ſeparated from the Body of Chriſt, as St. Auguſtine 

« often exprefſes it; ixxonledai Ths xowariaes au, 
& to be w „en off from the Communion, as tis inthe 

cc Apoſtolick Canons. Sometimes p iH iu 735 Exx Ng, 
& as the Laodzcean Synod calls it, to be thrown out ot 
the Church, to be anathematized, and without the 
* Communion, or Pale of the Church, as the Fathers of 
©} the Council of Grangra have it. | 


* TH1s Suſpenſion, and Penance that accompany'd ir, 
* was greater, or leſs ; longer, or ſhorter, according to 
© the Nature of the Crime; ſometimes two, three, ten, 
ee fifteen, tiverity, or thirty Tears, and ſometimes for 


et 
— 


1 © the whole Life; nay, in dme Caſes, it was not taken 
„5 © off at Death, but Perſons were left to the Judgment 
th *© of God, Without ox 7 eftinmony of their Reconcilia- 
he e tidn'to the Church: Tho herein the Severity was mit- 


m < tigated, not only by private Biſhops, but by the great 

r, © Council of Nice; which Ordain'd, That penitent 1 

a « "Perſons ſhould not be denyd Communion at the 4 

0 Four Of. Death. If the, Perſons offending, happen d 4 

Jus to be in Onder, he forfeited his Miniſtry; and tho 5 

nd 5 upon Repentance, he was reſtor'U to Communion; * 
"= oP f 


o 


& yet it was only as 2 Lay Perſon, never recovering the 
« Honour, and Dignity of his Office. Thus Cornelius, 
« Biſhop of Pome, giving Fabius, of Antioch, an Ac- 
© count of the Clancular and Schiſmatical Ordination 
ce of Novatidn, tells him, That one of the Biſhops that 
& Ordain'd him return d after to the Church with Tears, 

cc bewailing of his Offence, whom at the Inſtance of the 
ce People, he had receiv'd into Lny-Communion. The 
ic ſame Qprian writing about this very Caſe to Tro- 

ce 2 (who was either the very Biſhop mention' d 

& by Cornelius, or one of his Collegues) that feturned 
te to the Church with great Demonſtrations of Repen- 

ce tance, he tells us, He was admitted, but no otherwiſe, 
ce than in the Capacity of a Lay-Man. And ſpeaking 
ce elſewhere of Ba/ilides Repentance, he tells us, He 
de had no Thoughts of retaining his Bi/hoprick, making 
ce account he was very well dealt with, if upon his Re- 
ce pentance he might Communicate as a Laicłk, and be 
ce received amongſt the Number of the Faithful, This 
* St. Baſil tells us, Was an ancient Canon, and Practice 
d of the Church, and accordingly ordains, That a Dea- 
« con guilty of Fornication ſhould be depoſed from the 
« Office, and being thruſt down in the Rank of the 
« Laity, ſhould in that Quality be admitted to Com- 


c munion, 


'T1s not, My Lord, that I think any thing of this 
Nature, can be new to you, that I have ſo largely tran- 
ſcribed this excellent Author ; but as theſe Papers are to 
bear a publick, as well as your private Viewt I cant 
but think it muſt be at once, both uſeful and delightful 
to the Common Reader. Permit me, therefore, to add 
yet further his Account of the Manner of the Primitive 
Church receiving again excommunicate Perſons; on their 
Repentance, $91 3 


* DiRIXG the ſpace of P-nance (ſays he) they appear d 
ce in all the Formalities of Sorrow and Mourning, in a 
« ſordid and ſquallid Habit, with a fad Countenance, 
© and a Head hung down, with Tears in their Eyes, 
e ſtanding without at the Church Doors, (for they were 


ee not ſuffer'd to enter in) falling down upon their Knees 
ce to the Miniſters, as they went in, and begeing the 
a | 4 | 2 


Prayers 


| C55) 
er Prayers of all good Chriſtians for themſelves, with all 
4 the- Expreſſions and Demonſtrations of a ſorrowful and 
« dejected Mind, / reckoning the /ower they lay in Re- 
9 N the higber it would exalt them; the more 
« ſordid they appear d, the more they ſhould be cleanſed 
« and purify d; they leſs they ſpare themſelves, the more 
God would ſpare them. At theſe times alſo they made 
« open Confeſſion of their Faults, this being accounted 
ce the very Spring of Repentance, and without which 
they concluded it could not be real.” Out of Confeſſion 
<: (ſays Tertullian) is born Repentance, and by Repen- 


«© tahoe Gold is pacrfy'd; And therefore without this, nei- 
te ther Riches nor Honour, would procureany Admiſſion 


into the Church. Thus Fuſebius reports, That when 
1 Ds, the Emperor, would have gone in with the 
© reſt: of the-Qhriſtians, on Eafter=Eve, to have partaked 
< of the Prayers of the Church; the Biſhop of the Place 
would by no means . ſuffer it, unleſs he made Confeſſion 
* of his Sins, and paſs d through the Order of the Er- 
* nitents, being guilty of great and enormous Sins; 
5 —_— tis ſaid, he very willingly fubmitted to, teſti- 
* kying by his Actions, his real and religious Fear of the 
„Divine Majeſty. This Story, though as to the main 
© of it, it might be true, yet as faſten d on Philip, the 
% Emperor, I have formerly ſhew'd it to be falſe; and 
that tis rather meant of one Philif pus, who was 
“Governor of Egypt, and profeſs'd himſelf a Chriſtian: 
But, however this was, tis certain that a Perſon as 
e great as he, Theadoſius the Great, for his bloody and 
« barbarous Slaughter of the Theſalonians, was by St. 
* Ambroſe, Biſhop of Milan, ſuſpended, brought to 
e publick Confeſſion, and forced to undergo a very ſe- 
* yere Courſe of Penance for eights Months together; 
hen after great Demonſtrations of a hearty Sorrow 
* and ſincere Repentance, not more rigidly - impoſed, 
* than readily and willingly received by him, after his 


© uſual Proteſtations in the Church, (as if unworthy 
H « either 


1 "> * ; 1 — FP 


Primitive Chriſtianity. Part III. Chap. V. Page 450, 451, 482, 
413, 4547 455, 1 | . 

N. B. Wer the Gentleman who expects the Courcils ſhou'd 
be quoted in chis Edition, to go for them to Father C x v ES Book 


it ſelf, (as ke ſcornfully calls that Gx RAT and Venerable Max,) whers 
he may ſee them at large. 


| : 

} 

N 
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Chriſtian Burial. 
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es either to Stand or Kneel) crying out in the Words of 


David, My Soul cleaveth unto the Duſt, quicken thou 
e uctording to thy Word, after having oft torn his 
« Hair, beat his Forehead, watered his Cheeks with his 
<« Tears; and humbly begged Peace and Pardon, he was 
« of weed; Pſlege, chry whe would kngw mere; ma) 
Hic e, they w 1 MOW more, ma 
« find the Story largely related by Theodoret. = be: 


1 Au very ſenſible how well ſvever, this may be 
known by your Lordſhip, and efitertain'd with the ut- 


moſt Deference by ſuch as have any Notion of the Puri- | 


ty of the Primitive Church, yet ſuch is the fordid Igno- 
rance of our Modern Sectariſts, and the overſiz'd Under- 
ſtandings of ſome of our Moderate Church-Men, that 
e e ae this Nature muſt paſs for Popery ; as if 
(as the Learned Stillimpflert obſerves) though ſeveral Hu- 
mane Polities, have continued their Original Conſtitu- 
tion many hundred Years, that'of the Church ſhould be 
wholly loſt in two or three Centuries, and that fo inſen- 
fibly; that none ſhould complain 'of it. Bur, however 
tis to be hop d that ſome will be induced to think the 
Cenfures: of the Church, were not made ſo light of in 
thoſe early Ages of the Church, and that there was no- 
thing except Eternal Damnation, the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans more dreaded. than the Sentence of 'Exconimunica- 
tion. 


Non does the Church happily eftabliſh's among us 
make her Cenſures of this Nane leſs weighty and im- 
portant. Iwould too much Swell the Bulk of theſe Pa- 
pers, to lay before you the Language of her Canons; 
and we need not go further, than one of her Articles, 
to be inform d, That excommunicate Perſons, are to be 
treated as Publicans and Heathens; and are proſecuted 
with a ſort of Rigour, even after Death, being deny 


* 


IN ſhort, where-ever Chriſtianity has gain d any 
Footing in the World, ſuch Privileges of the Church, 
our Lordſhip 1s pleaſed to make a Jeſt of, have always 
ſtruk tle Minds of all her Members with Awe and Re- 
verence; and I am very ſorry any thing . 

hy lu 
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Apoſtles, but to continue to the End of the World ; and 


(057) 
ſhip 2 Claſh with fo Univerſal a Sentiment. The 
Abuſe of theſe Powers, or rather the pretending theſe 
Powers in ſuch Inſtances, in which they are not, cannot 
here be concern d, nor ought not to be made an Argu- 
ment againſt the regular and commiſſion d Uſe of them, 


Moſt certainly ſuch Power in the general, is lodg'd in 
the Church, and the Eternal Veracity of God is engag d 
to uphold, and confirm it to the End of the World, The 
Pretenfion the Miniſters of the Goſpel have to ſuch à 
a Power, is not (as your Lordſhip expreſſes it in your 
Preface) a ſubſtituting themſelves in rer ſlead; but 
the immediate and free Ac of our Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
who made them his Subſtitutes here on Earth, and has 
omis d whatever they do on Earth by Virtue of ther 
Nuno ſhould be ratified in Heaven ; fo that, My Lor 
all the Authoritative Inſtances of this Nature, * n 
Ihumbly conceive, to be call d Man's Judgment, but the 
Judgment of God pronounc'd by Ln. 


Txt. Reſult then of the whole is, That as God is 
True, and Juſt, and Good; fo he has demonſtrated theſe 
his endearing Attributes to the World, by the particu- 
lar Revelation of his Will in the Hoſy Scriptures, By 
theſe, he has not left us to the uncertain Concluſions of 
our own weak Reaſon, but plainly chalk d out to us each 

rticular of our Duty. Some Things he has made ſo, 

y his own poſitive Inſtitution, ſuch as Baptiſin, the 
Lord's Supper, &c. Others he has lefr to be determin'd 
by his Admifters and Kewards, with the ſtricteſt Charge 
to us to obey them, in all, proper Inſtances of their Power, 
becauſe they are appointed by him to watch for our Souls. 
This Authority thus lodg'd in the Miniſters of the 
2 is ſo hesch inculcated e our Bleſſed Lon, 
that he peremptorily pronounces they that deſpiſe it 
ſpiſe him : — as f receives i ed, 155 Name 
of a Prophet, ſhould have a Prophet's Reward, ſo he aſe 
ſerts every In jury done to the I-aft of theſe his Brethren, 
directly done unto himſelf, and ſhould accordingly be 
accounted for at the Nay./of Judgment. Nor was this 
Regard to them to be Temporary, or confin'd only to the 


though they were in all Ages not only to wreftle againſt 
Hi and Blood, but againft Principalities, againſt P- 
ers, 
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ert, and the Rulers of the | Darkneſs of this World vet 
they were promiſed that the Gates Ms ſhould $a 

evarl ag ainſi them ; and in all theſe Encounters they 
would come off more than Conquerors, through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthen d them. r T6 091 il Nai 
T AES E, My Lord, were the Promiſes, and theſe the 
Foundation on which the Chriſtian, that Royal Priefthood 
was built, and the Truth and Frability of them, the 
World has had above Seventeen hundred Years Experi- 
ence of. When was there a Time ſince our Saviour left 
the Earth, that this Order was Extin& in? And when 
was there a Time in which it was not reverenced, and 
thought to be of Divine Inſtitution by wiſe, as well as 
weak Men? Theſe were, My Lord, the Sentiments of all 
Chriſtians, before the Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome were ever heard of in the World. Thoſe that 
could dare to die, dare did I ſay, ſubmit to die, yet 
would not give up the Chriſtian Prieſthood to the ſeve- 
xeſt Edicts of the Emperors. The Power that gave them 
a Miſhon, they thought Pryor, in all its Obligations to 
any Power on Earth, and ſo far as they a&ed conſiſtent 
therewith, no Prolibition they thought could diſolve 
their Obligations. They rejoiced that they were counted 
wort hy to faffer for this, and found themſelves, at no 
Dilemma, when the Competition was between God and 
Alan. Not that they were ſo well Lecture d concerning 
the Good of Society, to think themſelves engaged to oppoſe 
by Arms, their Lawful Governors on this Account, and 
the after Experience of the Church proves them right in 
their Notion ; but their Principle, at once led them to 
Preach and Die for the Chriſtian Religion. As their Bi- 
ſhops did not enjoy the Protection, and Blangi/hments of 
the Civil Power, ſo they were very far from acknowled*- 
ing, they derived their Oſſice ſolely from it. They had 
learned from an Apoſtle to Glory in nothing ſo much as 
the Croſs of their Saviour, and knew no Self-Preſerna- 
tion, like that of ſaving in their Souls, To ſuffer was 2 
Leſſon they were very well inſtructed in, and though they 
-were not taught by Experience, yet they were fully per- 
ſuaded, the Blood of the Martyrs would prove the Seed 
of the Church. God Almighty they believ'd not only to 
be infinitely Cood and Juſt, but allo infinitely N); ang 


there- 
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therefore tho their Zeal for the Good of his Church, Wa 
not at all weak and languiſhing, yet they always 22 
him the propereſt Judge of the Means to preſerve it. They 
were fully convinced, he that could Graſp the Globe in 


' the Palm of his Hand, and Frown'the moſt exalted 'Buble 


of Duft and Aſbes into his Primitive Nothing, needed 
not their Aſſiſtance, and therefore they kept carefully 
within the Mounds of their Duty, and left the Event'to 
his Providence. This made them tenaciouſly aſſert the 
Divine Authority of the Civil Power, though all its 
whole force ſeem'd bent againſt them ; and though, as 
Tertullian boaſts the greatneſs of their Numbers, and 
their fearleſneſs of Death nnght have made them forme 
dable ; yet they always prov'd they had no Weapons al- 
low'd by their Religion againſt chute but Prayers and 
Tears. They could, they did therefore, bravely Die for 
exerciſing their Prieſtly Office; but they durſt not de- 
cline, though prohibited by all the Power on Earth, which 
ſurely muſt prove them great Strangers, to what your 
Lordſhip ſo earneſtly contends for in the firſt Branch of 
your Diſcourſe, Lay-Deprivation. 


No were they leſs zealous for the particular Exer- 
ciſes, than the N Office of the Prięſt hood. Aut ho- 
ritatiuæ Benediction, Abſolution, &c, were with them 
neither Terms of Art, nor Amuſements. They look d 
on them as a Power devolv'd by Chriſt on the Church 
for all-Ages ; and though they were free to own theſe in- 
eſtimable Privileges, and dreadful Sentences were con- 
vey'd to them through, or by the Tongues of weak and 
fallible Men, yet they confider'd their Divine Energy 
and Force, came from him, in whoſe Name they act. 
Paul, they were ſenſible »1zht plant, and Apollos might 
water, but it was only Cod that gave the Increaſe: This 
therefore, though it made them look at the Original 
Author, withal made them have the higheſt Value for the 
Inſtrument, and to eſteem the deſpiſing of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt in the proper Exerciſe of their Office, of the 
ſame Nature and Malignity, as if they deſpiſed Chriſt 
himſelf in Perſon. & 


1 M usr add further, My Lord, there is nothing pe- 
culiar to the Church of England, that need make * - 
| ſham 
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md to own this Doctrine. The Authority of her 
inan, both in the general and particular Exerciſes of 
t, is declared to be of the ſame Divine Inſtitution: 
hateyer you Lordſhip may at = think, She is 
not aſham d to aſſert, even in her Daily and Publick Ser- 
vice, God Almighty had given ſuch Power and Authorj- 
ty to her Miniſters A is here contended, Nor does ſuch 
an Authozity at all Claſh with any of the Attributes of 
but very well Comport, with that incomprehenſi- 


ble Love that is throughout the Sacred Writings, ſaid to 
be between Chriſt and his Church. 2 


. Uroxn the whole, and to take it one general View, 
whether we conſider the expreſs N of the Scrip- 
tunes; the Senſe of the Fathers, that of all the Commen- 
#ators, or the fubliqt, and moſt Authemtick Voice of the 
Church, with the Berplexaty and Uncertainty of what your 
oxdflup has preſented : The two laſt Branches of your 
dihips Diſcourſe, muſt appear, at leaſt to carry ſome 
Difficulty in them, of that Nature, as is not at preſent 
ſolvable to that Conſcience, and common Senſe of the 
Chriftian Laity, to which your Lordſhip is pleas d to 


. 


Ius have fully laid before you, My Lord, ſuch 
Reaſons, as make me fo unhappy at preſent, to differ 
from your Loxdfhip ; and as the particular Encourage- 
ment you are pleas d to give to the Lazty, will, I hope, 
excuſe this Trouble; 10 the vaſt Importance (as they at 
preſent appear to me) of the Matters in Controverſy be- 
£weep us, made ſuch an Enquiry entirely neceſſary. For 
ms, My Lord, I think, a Matter of the higheſt Conſe- 
ence to the Honour of Chriſtianity in general, to con- 
Ader whether its Prieſthood be of Divine or Humane In- 
ſitution. When it is conſider d it has always been, the 
Boaſt of the moſt Idolatrous, and Pagan Prieſts, that 
they had their Miſſion, immediately from the Gods they 
Wonhipd; it muſt certainly depretiate the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood below all others, to ſuppoſe that alone deriv'd 
from the Civil Power. 'Tis true, weare commanded to 
ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man; but no one is more 
ſenſible than your Lordſhip, how very averſe the great 
Law of Nature is to this Precept, tho the Divine Autho- 


rity 
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rity of the Writer, has giuen it an undeniable Sant iu 
from Heaven. Wicked, and profligate Men, have in all 
Ages, been ready enough to ſay theſe Things ; but it is 
exceeding Pitty, they ſhould have any EFncoutagemen 
from ſuch as you. Tho the Chriſtian Priefthood wo 
loſe very little Ground, by the moſt prying Examination 
of the beſt of the Laity ; yet the Light, and Superfic 
are always, your Lordſhip muſt needs know, Miſer than 
their Tedchass; and did not the better Senſe, and En- 
quiries. of others, poſitively pronounce them Divinely 

mmiſhon'd, we ould find them treated (as the 
Apoſtle complains in his Time) 2s the Filth and Ofſcour- 
ing of the World ! . | 


Ar once, with Pleaſure, and Horror, J ſpeak it; in 
this Age, ſo ſunk is the Reputation of the Gown, fo far 
is it from the wonted Reſpect and Veneration, was for- 
merly ſhewn it, that it has been often mention d to m 
with a ſort of e Complement, that any Thing 
in Favour of Religion, from even ſuch mean Pens as 
mine, is bettet receiv d by far, than the moſt elaborate 
Wotk of a Clergy-Man. Tis with great joy, I em- 
bract the Opportunity of Baffling ſo unreaſonable, ſo 
monſtrous 4 Prejudice ; and that I can, in the meaneſt 
Degree convince ſuch People, of the Poflibility af be 

4 Earheſt for Nase * (as — term i 
Writing kor my Trade: But, what can we fay, ord, 
iſe} fe Qi ic fs put thus home to us, T Hat b: 
 birreft Hols, doft thou commit Sacrilige? | 


W x are told by St. Caul, That ſome Præach d Chrift 
through eee yer, fill a Chriſt was preach'd it all, the 
Holy Man rejoic d. This may not be our Caſe at pre- 
fent, admit it be for Gam; yet let us appear, at FR 
is much in Earneſt for the Gotdeſs as the Shrines, VE 
the Priefthood be at laſt a Trade; let it, however, hol 
Faſt its Charter, and ſince the World have for the mo 
Part, believ'd that Charter Originally to be Diuins, let 
the Notion be ſtill kept up; and only the Wits, and 
Merry Andrews of the Age, blab out the Cheat. Such 
a Notion to be ſue can do no Hurt, our moſt refin'd Po- 
Rticiatis allow, Prieſis are the fineſt Fellows in the World 
to keep, the Mob in awe, and have made it one Objecti- 

| UA? e | 3 
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on againſt dur Charity- Schools, that the Children are 
made as wiſe as'themielves. :  / . 1 
2 7209 295i i 9097 bn. $9.06, 
Fa be it from me, My Lord, to charge you with de- 

medly. encoutaging theſe Conſequences : but, I wonder 
your:Lordſhip ſhould be unmindful, there are too many 
that will. It cannot; ſure have ſcap d your Notice, what 
à remarkable Malice is hourly difplay d againſt the Cler- 
gy. in general zz and ſure, your Lordſhip cannot have for- 
got how eaſy it was to prove Nabgth a Blaſpbemer, when 
Ahab had a mind to his Vine ha-. 


THt old Stuff of Proteftantiſyr, and Zeal againſt Pr- 
pery, may ſerve well enough to keep up the Dinn of 4 
Mug-Houſe, or the Huzza of a Bonfire; but the Man 
of Farts and Diſtinction; is for Damning the Parſons in 
general; and all the World knows his Motto is, Prieſts 
of all Religions are the ſame. ' | 1 © ey fit" oi 
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„ BzLievs me; My;Lord, tis with exceeding Sorrow 1 
obſerve, any thing, your Lordſhip: has ſaid, ſhould give 
Bixth/to ſuch melancholly Reflections; and, had not your 


Lordſhipꝰ's too great Plainneſs in theſe Particulars, been 


impollible to be paſs d over, gladly would I have declin'd 
this ungrateful Task: But to find the Office of the Prieſt- 
hood, the moſt exalted and Divine Prieſthood, that God 
Almighty ever, bleſs'd the World with, contended. by 
your Lordſhip, only to be a Creature of the State; and 
that thoſe who are inveſted with the higheſt Parts in it, 
ſhould be repreſented as acknowledging, nay, ſwearing to 
this themſelves , the good old Principles J have learn'd 
from my honeſt Fore-Fathers ; the Doctrines of the 

hurch, in which I've been brought up; and the Do- 
ctrines of the Goſpel too, would not bear the Thoughts 
of ſuch. a Notion. This ſure, ,My: Lord, is the worſt 
Pick d Time that could be choſe, to broach a Principle 
ſo odious; God knows, we are far enough now, from be- 
ing Frieſt- ridden. IT 4 7514 4 


No n does the Vindication of any of our particular 
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© Laws; at all render ſuch a Uſe of the Offiee of the 


Prieſthood, as is entirely Divine, and commifſſion d by 
Chriſt, at all neceſſary to be voided ; fory' However che 
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| 0 63 ) | 
Litter of the Law may be expreſs d, it ſeems more than 
probable, the Senſe of o giſlators was thereby, only 
to take their Civil Licenſe, and Frotact ion away, ſo as it 
thould be Penal for them 18 to exerciſe their Function, as 
if they had them: And this the preſent Practiſe againſt 
tlie e ſeems to prove ; Bt, tha by their Non- 
jlrancy, they are render d incapable to exerciſe their 
Ainiſterial Function, in any Licenſed;Afſemblies ; yet 1 
have not heard, it hath been deem'd Criminal (in the 
Eye of the Law that deprives then, or takes away its 
own Licenſe or Protection,) when ſuch Exerciſes have 
Yew perform d by them in their own Private Aſſemblies; 
"ſay, F have not heard of any one that has been proſecu- | 
ted for bare, Non-jurancy, nor their Admimftrations, as 
Miniſters of the ;Goſ k eh the leaſt diſputed by any, 1 
at their Private Aſſemblies; and this inclines me to think if 
the Law is not levell'd againſt their Function in general, 
bat only ſuch Exerciſas of it, as come under its more im- 
mediate Licenſe and Protection. Gonſequently, what 
your Lordſhip ſo earneſtly conterids for, in the Civil | 
ower, by Way of Conmmutation;-or, as your Lordſhip | 
terms it, Chuſing a leſi iuſtead of a greater Pumiſhiment, | 
1s entirely needleſs in the Application, and is no more 
the genuine, and original Senſe of the Law, than' the | + 
Doctrine, either of the Church; or Holy Scriptures. q 


9 
* 


_ 
* 


1 „ S 220 £0 2 „ W 81 
Tu S My Lord, I mention, not that I could deter- 
mine my Opinion in a Point of this Nature, by all the 
Laws on Earth; but to ſhew that it is at lea doubtful, 
whether you have not carry d the Point of Lay Depriua- 
tion, further a great deal, than the Law of the Land: 


Tu ERH is one Thing more; the Conſequence of Lay=" 
Deprivation, which I. find ſtated by: Naß Lordſhip. 
*. Doth not this Doctrine allow a Nero, or a * & 
« uttefly to deſtroy. the Chureh, and thereby to ffuſtratè 
e our Saviour's Promiſe: Page 57. p 


Tb e abi date es tins) That fd 
1 80 of Deprivation in the Civil Power, ve goes 

Jeſttuctive to the Church, as Bani i ping, Immpri fd N 
and Fxeciting: hs F Jung, 
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Bu x this, My Lord, can by no means be admitted; 
becauſe, in all the Inſtances mention'd by your Lordſhip, 
as allow d the Fendt ion may be tranſmitted to Others, 
tho the Man is ſacrrficd ; but upon the Suppoſition of 
a total Deprivation, Validly ariſing from an Edict of 
Law of ſuch an Emperor, the Function itſelf muſt of 
courſe be extind, and fo I think the Church itſelf; a 
Miniſtry, being given, if we believe the Apoſtle, for the 
edrf ying the Body of Chriſt. 


Your Lordſhip, I am ſenſible, complains mightily 
under the Weight of this Conſequence, and ſuppoſes it 
giving mighty Advantage to the Deiſta, to mention any 
thing of this 5 ; but then, My Lord, let it be con- 


ider d from whence it ariſes ; and whether he that aſſerts 
the Validity of 1 does not put ſuch a 
a 


Power into the Hands of any Prince, who has a Mind 10 


exerciſe it? «To tell us Chriſt's Promiſe will hold good, 


notwithſtanding all poſſible Attempts of this Nature; an 
that when a Prince exerciſes ſuch a Juriſdiction, he i- 
ftakes his Power, is, I think, in other Words, to own 
ſuch a wer, does not belong to him, and then all are 
agreed, and theſe Difficulties vaniſh in a Moment, 


CONSEQUENCES, as they are generally manag'd, is 
a Way of arguing, I am far from inſiſting on; and 
therefore I have preſented ſuch as occurrd to my mean 
Obſervation, thus at the End of this Curſory Work. 
Miſtake of the Prennſes from whence they are drawn, or 
falſe, or ignorant Deduttions from them, often render 
them exceeding fallacious. Not but ſomething of this 


Nature is uſeful, ſometimes to fright People to their 


Duty; and thoſe who are not to be moved by any thing 
that is generous, and manly, are A War 8 to 
think it their Intereſt to be honeſt. But you, My Lord, 
need not be told the Conſequences of your Notions, who 
ſo directly, and openly avow them in their Particulars. 
Lay-Deprmation alone, is not to be contended, for by 

our Lordſhip, but the Orders of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood din general, muſt be call'd a Nicety; Authoritative 
Benadiction, and Abſolution, only Terms of Art; the 


Scripture that proves this Power, an Anmſement ; and. 


the 
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the Dreadful Sentence of Excommunication, only a 
Dream, and a Triffe. 5 


GooD God! What, My Lord, could tempt you to 
theſe ſtrange Expreſſions? hen Julius Ceſar receiv d 
the fatal Stab from Brutus, he ſeem d to have forgot all 


his other Wounds, and mournfully cry d out, And Thou 
Brutus ! 


NEVER was there a People yet upon Earth, fo bar- 
barous, ſo loſt to every Senſe of God, and Goodnefs, 
but were ſtruck with ſome Awe, at the BI nge, or Cur- 
ſes of their Prieſts; the Savage Nature of an antient 
Gau/, would yet ſtart at the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion; and ſhall a Briton | a Church of England Man! a 
Chriſtian make it his Paſtzme! The Soul thus funk in 
dire Progreſive Ill, muſt quite ſtupid view the Dark 
Abyſs, only tremble, when ſhe's plung'd in Flames! 


I CaxnNnoT forbear ſome Warmth, when I find Things 
of the moſt ſacred, and aweful Nature in the World, 
thus made a ſeſt of. Iam ſorry this ſhould be in an Ad- 
dreſs of this Kind ; bur certainly there is a Time, when 
we ought to be in Earneſt. I know not how it may be 
enitertain'd ; but I can with the utmoſt Sincerity profeſs, 
I 2am not byaſs'd in the leaſt, either by Perſonal, or Party 
Regards. Should any thing I have faid, be unbecoming 
your Lordſhip's Sacred Cliaracter, and chat Reverence, 1 
own, I ought to pay it, as it was entirely undeſigned, fo 
I ſhall immediately own it a Fault ; and with abundance 
of Readineſs, more far than I was to be Guilty, acknow- 
ledge, and re-cant it : But if the Nature of the Aren- 
ment only ſhould bear hard, if I find not Candour to ex- 
cuſe, I ſhall very little concern my ſelf at that. As what 
I have here preſented, flows from the ſincere Dictates of 
my Conſcience, ſo I muſt avow ( tho' this might not be 
expected from me) the little ſordid Malice of a paultry 
Pen, ſhall only move Piſdain. I am very ſenſible whar 
Arts are us'd to intimidate, and daunt an honeſt Mind, 
but I fear not what my worſt Fnemies can ſay; I cannot 
ima: ine, either Pe/ gion, or Loraſty, to lie in Names; 
nor can I ſee any neceſſary Conequence, between being 
a Lover of the Chi re that nurs d me, and an Enemy to 


the 
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the Government, They that fill our Streets with Mobs 
and Qutrage; let their Cry be what it will, Hieb-Church, 
or King GEORGE for ever | I can't but think the 
Scandal and Diſgrace cf both. Now the Convulſions of 
the State ſeem in ſome n_— appeas'd, tis to be hop'd 
Nor o and honeſt Men, will ar leaſt concur in this: 


„ 
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Nor ovght the moſt ſpecioug Pretences, to draw them 
om it. > Let thoſe, who pretend to be for the Church, 
ew it, by ſtrictly correſponding with its Peaceable Do- 

ctrines; and ſure it may be expected from Gentlemen of 

Lojatty, chat they will not diſturb the publick Peace. 


- Fnesep Things may ſeem very foreign, to be men- 
tion d ta you, My Lerd, but it can t be —_— in any 
hing at this Time, that bears a publick View, to exhort 
eople no longer to be cheated with Words. How much 
ſuch Arts have contributed to our paſt, and preſent Di- 
ſtragions, they who have us'd therh, on all Sides, 
would do well ſeriouſly to conſider. However laudable 
the End propos d may be, we may reſt aſſur d, we qught 
not to play the Devil for God's ſake; or, in the better 
Language of an Apoſtle, Do Evil that Good may come of 
it. Tis very ſtrange ſo many people ſhould know no 
Mean, between leaping Hedge and Ditch, and being ty'd 
Neck and Heels; and tis ſtranger yet, that Gentfinzn 
k better Senſe and Diſtinction, ſhould encourage fuch a 
Folly. A Man, indeed, would not very readily Expo- 
ſtulate with the Mud, ur Syllogize with-a tempeſtuous 
Fea, but when he conſiders himſelf embark'd in the Veſ- 
/ that muſt bear their Shocks, he will ſure omit no 
ndeavour to keep it from Sinking. To ſee a Parcel ot 
idle vagrant Wretches on one fide, ready to, ſwear all 
Oaths, but that of the Ab;uration, bauling for the Church: 
and another call'd his Oppoſite, who would ſell his Sa- 
viour for leſs than Judas did, bellowing againſt Pofery : 
To ſee ſuch monſtrous Madneſs of the Per ple as this, and 
any ways Joyn and Abet their Wickedneſs, is the preſent 
Shame of the Age, and will be the Reproach of Poſterity. 
The Church owes no thanks to ſuch as theſe, they are her 
Scandals, p:erce her through with many Sorrows : and the 
Name of a Proteſtant, is made ſo ridiculous by this means, 
that I could almoſt wiſh the very Name were loſt, Is it 
not a horrid thing,” that ſuch a Set of Miſcreants, as deny 
5 even 


| Languages of Pabel, yet muſt all be known by the Name 
Q 
mong themſelves, in the Secret Synagogues of their own 
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even viſible 
the Name g 


Cabals, ſtated Societies of tl 
which though 7 different in Particulars, as the Conſus 


roteſtapts. Known (oh Righteous God!) not only a- 


Conyentions, tis not only the Language of their own 
Gang, but we find them complemented with it by ethers, 
and the Man that honeſtly Protefts againſt their Abomi- 
nations, is void of Temper ! void of Moderation! 


Bur is there nothing that is wicked and execrable, at 
laſt, to be ahhorr'd but Popery? Can we deteſt the Ba- 
rent Viper, and yet Careſs her Prageny? The Church ef 
Rome to this Narion has been 2 true Viper, which when 
(as the. Naturaliſts inform us) jt has diſcharg 
Brood, finding them afterwards grow Troubleſame, 
gorging them down again into her Belly, She finds them 
eating up her very Bowels. 


Unhappy Iſle, are ſuch as theſe your Proteſtants! Wal 
no good Angel point you out your Friends! Look back 
to diſtant times, and View our bleſt Refoxmers. Could 
they want Zeal againſt Fopery? View the Stakes ang 
Flames, they honeſtly expir d in. They taught not their 
Religion by embatrl'd Armies, but bravely argu d firſt. 
and then contented died. Theſe were your Proteſtants ; 
Men who, were in carneſt for Religicn, and made the 
Name in After-ages venerable. Superſtition and Idola- 
try, tis true they hated, and had they liv'd in theſe 
Times, they . have been equally Zealous againſt the 
Rudeneſs and Indecency of Phanaticiſai. Proteſtantaſty 
was not then barely a Name to ſwell the Throats of 2 
Mobb, but was meant only as an - honeſt Declaration a- 
gainſt the Corruptions of the Times. Let us for Shame 
therefore ceaſe the Word, without we keep its original 


Meaning, and ſhew our juſt Averſion to Popery, rather by 


the Strength cf our Arguments, than the Noiſe of our 
Voices. 'Tis not to be conceived the Pleaſure the Church 
of Pome takes, to hear fome of our Modern Proteftants 
declaim againſt it. She has long practiſed: this Art with 
Succeſs, 
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*Lucceſs, to preſent thoſe as moſt enclin'd to her, who 


Have argu d beſt againſt her; and depend on | i though 
Her Arguments do, her Malice will never fail. Look 
over the Writings of the Church of England, and then 
Judge who is the moſt formidable Enemy to Popery; What 
that is worth looking at,ever came from our other Sets of 
-Proteſtants? Look back but to the Reign they ſo much talk 
of. I mean that of King James the Second, and what 
did they ſay then againſt Popery? They fatally forc'd 
that unhappy Prince to beg his Bread in Popiſh Countries 
curſed be their Wrath for it was Cruel J) where he 
imbib d their Superſtitions,” but what was offer d by any 

except our own Divines, to take away his fatal Prejudices: 

No, they confirm d his Error, preſented him ſuch a fright- 
fulScene of BProteffantiſin, as made himlike the barbarouſly 
treated Pagans by the Spaniards, prefer any Hell, to the 
Heaven, that muſthave their Company. His ſubtle Prieſts 


about him ſoon, very eaſily perſuaded him againſt ſuch 


new Light and Conſcience, which had almoſt expounded 
away not only every Article of the Creed, but even the 
firſt Principles of Morality. Unhappy Prince! young was 
he when he loſt his martyr'd Father's Inſtructions, and 
Nature almoſt for'd him to abhor that Name, which to 
Him feem'd fill, with Triumph wading in his Father's 
Blood. But we can ſure diſtinguiſh better, let vs there- 
fore diſclaim ſuch Wretches any longer, as Proteftants, or 
at leaſt, if they will uſe the Nats. becauſe we will be 
diſtinguiſh'd from them, let ours be that of Chriſtians, 


W n o they are, their ſtrange and damnable Principles 
do moſt ſurely ſpeak. Py their Fruits you ſhall know them, 
and by their Malice, perhaps, may feel them. I ſpeak not 
againſt Perſons but Things, and leave your own Cbſerva- 
tion to diſcover where the Poiſon lies. 


Papo, me, My Lord, if our Modern Methods of 
Blending all Opinions, under the Common Name of Pro- 
tefiant ; makes me ſeem to forget who theſe Papers were 
firſt addreſs d to; the Wound that Smarts moſt, naturally 
engages our wiſh for a Cure, Some may call this Calliti- 
on, Comprehenſion, XMoleration, or what they will, to me 
itappears downrizht confounding the Diſtinctions of 
Good and Evil, and putting Filter for Sweet, and _ 
0 | or 
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i=, for Bitter. Our Excellent Church, to me, has always ſeemd 


like her great King, and Lord, crucifzed between two 


2 


Thieges, and I with I could ſay, either of them were 


like to prove a Penitent. The misfortunes of Education 


and Ignorance, no Man is willing to conſider with more 


Candor than I, but certainly tliey are moſt highly to blame, 
who ſew Pillows under ſuch Peoples Arms, and indulge 


their Follies. Is nor all Error diſpleaſing to God, why 


then muſt not- our Proteſtant Brethren, as is the Faſhion 
to call them, have the Truth as fully and learnedly laid 
before them, as the Romans? But to ſee every ridiculous 
Fellow inveighing againſt the one, and no notice, nay, the 
Truth minc d and tham'd for fear of diſpleaſing the other; 
This is ſuch a Partiality, let it be complain'd on by High- 
Church, as ſome love to call them, or who they will, that 


I hope will be confider'd by all Men of Senſe, before too 
late. | 


Is there no way tↄ avoid the force of Popery, but by 
encouraging ſuch Principles as are enough to ſink the 


World to Atheiſm? Let any impartial Men conſider, 


who our Excellent Church is at preſent moſt impudently 
attack'd by Papiſts, or Atheiſts, (for ſeveral of our Mo- 
dern Dealers in New Light ſeem to me to be little better) 


and then determine where moſt immediately lies our 


Danger. I ſcorn, My Lord, to calumniate particular 
Perſons, under the Covert of general Expreſſions, and as 
the Nature of Diſputes of this fort, do in a great mea- 
ſure take their Malienity from the Intention of the Heart 
I defire only God Almighty might determine, the Guilt 
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